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Husavarna VIKING 





Touch the Interactive Designer 
Screen on the new Husqvarna 
Viking Designer SE and forever 
change your perception of sewing 
and embroidery. With higher 
resolution, the user-friendly 
Interactive Designer Screen with 
3D view is big and colorful, 
featuring over 65,000 colors. 





Totally interactive, touch to select a 
stitch, touch to view recommenda- 
tions, touch for instant help and to 
even set your buttonhole size. Truly 
intuitive, yet technically astounding, 
the new Husqvarna Viking Designer 
SE...Suddenly your sewing is Simply 
Excellent! 





The Designer SE 


Geeacnce the world’s most 
advanced yet user-friendly sewing 
machine today. For your nearest 
retailer or a free brochure and CD, 
visit www. husqvarnaviking.com or 
call 800-358-0001. 





Touch It! 
Simply Excellent. 


www.husqvarnaviking.com 
©2004 VSM Sewing Inc. Husqvarna and Viking are registered trademarks. All rights reserved. 
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(4) Husqvarna 


See It! 


Simply Excellent. 
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VIKING 





Turn on the new Husqvarna 
Viking Designer SE and you are 
greeted with the radiance of the 
exclusive E!Light’". Rows of long- 
lasting, light emitting diodes, you 
adjust the intensity and color of 
the E! Light color to accommo- 
date the light in your sewing 
room or reflections from your 
fabric. Optimum visibility with 
minimal shadows means perfect, 
natural lighting for every sewing 
situation, the new Husqvarna 
Viking Designer SE...Suddenly 
your sewing is Simply Excellent! 





The Designer SE 


Experience the world’s most 
advanced yet user-friendly sewing 
machine today. For your nearest 
retailer or a free brochure and CD, 
visit www.husgvarnaviking.com or 


call 800-358-000) 





(h} Husqvarna WT td | Nie 


Touch it. Copy it. Paste it. Drag it. 
Zoom in and out. Customize it. 
Beautiful embroidery in 3D with 
3D-fabric background and actual 
thread shades is yours with the 
new Husqvarna Viking Designer 
SE and Interactive Designer 
Embroidery and Customizing. 





Interactive Designer Embroidery 
gives you only the icons you need 
when required—it knows. The world’s 
first exclusive Embroidery Advisor™ 
tells you the best stabilizer, needle, 
thread and more for your fabric. 
You're easily in control of your 
creativity. 


A USB Embroidery Stick holds 
thousands of designs, 12.8 million 
stitches to be exact. Plus, two USB 
ports give you more options for 
storing, browsing or simply 
updating your machine. 
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The new Husqvarna Viking 
Designer SE...Suddenly your sewing 
is Simply Excellent! 

Experience the world’s most 
advanced yet user-friendly sewing 
machine today. For your nearest 


® 
Embroider It! 
retailer or a free brochure and CD, 


a ~w.husavarnaviking.c . e 
cal soo3se001.  ——s—(s« OM AIA Ply Excellent. 





www. husqvarnaviking.com 
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Every imaginable detail to enhance 
your sewing joy is now yours with 
the Husqvarna Viking Designer SE. 
The exclusive Sensor System™ 
automatically senses the thickness 
of your fabric and adjusts accord- 
ingly for exact, smooth, easy and 
amazing hands-free sewing. 





The always-active exclusive Sewing 
Advisor® is devoted to your sewing 
success. 16 specialty stitch ménus, 
over 700 stitches, 19 Perfectly 
Balanced Sensor Buttonholes, four 
alphabets, quick wind bobbin, jam 
proof hook and more. | 





The new Husqvarna Viking Designer 
SE...Suddenly your sewing is Simply 
Excellent! Experience the world’s 
most advanced yet user-friendly 
sewing machine today. For your 
nearest retailer or a free brochure and 
CD, visit www.husqvarnaviking.com 


or call 800-358-0001. 


Simply Sew! 


Simply Excellent. 
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For Waistbands, It’s What’s Inside That Counts 


With the right stabilizer, you can make a pant or skirt waist 
stand at attention or softly hug the body 
by Joyce Murphy 


These Pleats Are Made for Walking 
For ease of movement and design flair, add one or 
more kick pleats to your skirt 


by Paddye Mann 


To Get the Right Armhole, Fit the Bodice 
Use a muslin to adjust bust, back, and shoulder—and your armhole 
almost takes care of itself 


by Sarah Veblen 


Sewing Without Instructions 


The construction process for any garment boils down to 
three basic steps 
by Jan Bones 


Skirt cover photo: Sloan Howard; model cover photos: Jack Deutsch; hairand makeup: Sylvia Pichler 
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55 Covered Buttons, Mild to Wild 


Make them from a variety of unusual materials, MOD EEN ~~" 

or order them in your choice of fabric GARMENTS— : 

by Judith Neukam SIMPLE AND , 
Learn to make knotted fabric buttons SOPHISTICATED | 


62 





59 12 Terrific Finishing Tips from the Pros 


The Professional Association of Custom Clothiers shares 
strategies for finishing your garment edges 


62 Simple, Sophisticated, and 
Designed by You 


Learn to draft modular garments that are 
elegant, efficient, and easy to sew 
by Kayla Kennington 
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Joyce Murphy (“For Waistbands, It's What's Inside That 
Counts”) knows pants. Through her business, JSM Patterns, 
Joyce creates custom pants and patterns, trains and supports a 
network of pants designers in her specific fit and style system, 
and sells her favorite pants-making tools and products on her 
Web site (www,jsmpatterns.com). Joyce can't remember a time 
when she didn’t sew. She graduated college with a bachelor’s in 
special education, and taught deat children for quite a few years, 


but when her eldest daughter was still young, she hung a “Dressmaking and Alterations” sign in 
tront of her home, and started working toward a degree in apparel design. Soon after, she 
opened a shop on Bainbridge Island, Washington, and expanded her business to include men’s 
made-to-measure suits. Joyce and her husband (who builds the pants pressing boards she sells 
on her Web site) now live in Michigan, enjoy golf, and are proud new grandparents. 


Jan Bones 
(“Sewing Without 
Instructions”) has 
taught pattern 
design, garment 
construction, and 
fitting in the 
Clothing and 
Textiles depart- 
ment at the 
University of Manitoba for more than 20 years. 
Jan is proud to say that she can and will sew 
anything, from delicate lingerie to elaborate 
gowns. She keeps a sewing machine at her 
tamily’s lake cottage, and has even sewn a sail 
or two. Besides sewing, Jan loves to travel, and 
spends many weekends teaching at sewing 
shows across the U.S. and Canada. 


Sandra Betzina (“Dreams of Summer”) is a 
busy lady, but she always makes time to sew. 
Sandra creates eight patterns a year for her 
“Today's Fit” line of Vogue Patterns, writes a 
weekly column for her Web site (www.sandra 
betzina.com), and Ss 
recently completed 8 
a book, More Fabric 
Savvy (The Taunton 
Press, 2004), which 
turther celebrates 
her fondness of 
cloth. Sandra also 
spends three 
months a year 
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lecturing, so when she does find her way home 
to San Francisco, she loves nothing more than 
cooking alongside her husband, visiting her 
four grown children, and sewing with friends. 
She loves “sew and chat” sessions so much 
that she hosts weeklong seminars (limited to 
10 students) every year for women to do just 
that; on the last day she takes the students 
fabric shopping, then invites them to her house 
for a special home-cooked dinner. 


Paddye Mann RCA (“These Pleats Are Made 
for Walking”) is a clothing designer who was 
recently honored with admittance to the Royal 
Canadian Academy of Arts (hence the “RCA’ 
after her name). She designs, makes, and sells 
custom garments in an 1830s cottage located 
behind her home in Pakenham, Ontario. Every 
garment produced by her talented team of 
seamstresses is created from the finest fabric, 
due in large part to Paddye’s once-a-year 
fabric pilgrimage to Europe. She also makes 
sure every garment is roomy enough to provide 
a flattering fit, and includes fun, yet 
comfortable details, such as the kick pleat, 
which allow her 
clients to excel in 
their daily 
routines—whether 
running high- 
power meetings, 
running after 
children, or 
running errands. 
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--Bargain-* 


| Books .: 


| America’s biggest catalog selection! 

@ Save up to 80% on thousands of current 
i books, recent overstocks, reprints. 

j @ Sewing & Needlework, Fashion, Crafts, 

Art, Home Decor, Gardening, Cookbooks, 

§ History, Travel-browse 67 subject areas. 


@ Thirty years of savings for booklovers on 
a budget. Something for everyone. 





wools cashmere batiks 
cottons rayons & more 


from around the globe... | 


best match service 


For $5.00 swatch offer reach us at: | | 
P O Box 1800T, Clinton MA 01510 


Free Catalog: 
Or Call Us 800-290-2739 i bese iSies 
fl Edward R. Hamilton, Bookseller 


647 Oak, Falls Village CT 06031-5005 
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SEW-BRITE | —- 2z 
by MantarRay, Inc | = 
www.sew-brite.com 800-252-0276 | 





FREE/ 
$72 retail value 
40"x60" SewF it Pinnable 


Cutting Mat with purchase 
of six units. 
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New & improved 22"x22"x36" high modular design, total storage 
cutting table. Molded of structured resins and shipped assembled. 
Easily combined to make size & shape to suit your needs. Six 
units will create a cutting table 44"x66"x36" high (pictured). 
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Machine NeedlePack™ 
This compact caddy 
for sewing machine 
needles stores up 
to 12 new needle 
cases. Convenient 
sorting grid 
identifies all your 
used needles by 
type and size. 
Handy large-ball 

pin marks which 
needle is in use. 


















Perfect for Se ef 
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and workshops. 





These professional grade scissors can handle the 
toughest material AS well al tits Most ifaite tts 
fabric. Dahle Super Shears are German made 
with Solingen Steel cutting blades that cut all 
the way to the tip for fine trimming. 


Ask for all these Colonial innovations 
for stitching at fine sewing and craft stores: 


eclien Tumble ack NecdlePack gy 
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rile? al = 4 nt 


THe COLONIAL NEEDLE COMPANY 


www.colonialneedie.com * 800-9-NEEDLE 
READER SERVICE NO. 83 


W CAC SO) SUT vou tl i need another oy of 
shears, we guarantee them [or life! 


For more information on Dahle'’s professional 
cutting products please call (800) 243-8145 o1 


visit our website at www.dahle.com. 


JODAHLE 


CUTTING SOLUTIONS 
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Letters 





On the road 


Threads will have a booth at the shows 
listed here. If you attend, please stop by 
to say hello. 


Sewing & Stitchery Expo 
Western Washington Fairgrounds 
Puyallup, WA 

March 3-6 

www.sewexpo.com 
| 253-445-4575 


Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 
Harborview Center 

Clearwater, FL 

February 24-26 


Gwinnett Civic Center 
Atlanta, GA 
March 10-12 


I-X Center 
Cleveland, OH 
March 17-19 


Worcester Centrum Center 
Worcester, MA 

April 14-16 
www.sewingexpo.com 


800-699-6309 
Fax: 440-899-6302 


Threads and 


STARTSENSINPLE. etn 
ws 


Expo™ have 
exciting handbag kit that’s easy to person- 





joined forces 
to produce an 


alize and make your own! Watch for demos 
and additional techniques for embellishing 
your bag at each of their shows listed above. 
For more information visit www.threads 
magazine.com. 


10 THREADS 


Online fabrics 
The only fabric store where I live sells low- 
end, limited choices. There’s no rayon, wool, 
or batiste. In fact, there’s not much of any- 
thing but strange colors and wild prints. Yet 
in all the sewing magazines, the garments are 
made from luscious lightweight gabardine, 
wool crepe, lightweight double knit, rayon, 
silkies, nice cotton plaids, and on and on. 

Please, please, please do one of your in- 
depth articles about shopping for fabric 
online and by mail order. 

Jean R. Wagers, French Gulch, Calif. 


Timely velvet 

I’m flipping through the latest issue and, as 
always, I’m smiling. How did you know that 
I have yards of velvet (purchased during my 
millinery phase) hanging in my daughter’s 
closet, and that I need an article on the finer 
points of sewing velvet? And how did you 
know that, now that my kids are getting 
older, I have a bit of time to sew clothes for 
myself and would love some guidance on 
what to sew? 


Marie Tremble, via email 





We’re looking... 

For an experienced journalist and avid 
garment sewer to lead the Threads 
magazine team as Chief Editor. The job 
requires proven managerial experience, 
strong visual and editing skills, and 
knowledge of the sewing market. 

You'll work with a very talented team, 
serve a highly appreciative audience 

of dedicated sewers, and work for the 
best how-to publisher in the country. We 
offer a competitive salary, an excellent 
benefits package, and a pleasant work 
environment 1 '/2 hours from New York 
City. Send letter, resume, and writing 
samples to: Human Resources, The 
Taunton Press, 63 S. Main St., PO Box 
5506, Newtown, CT 06470. 
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RELIABLE ™ 
Professional Home 
lroning System 


You've heard the “Professional” claim 
before, only to be disappointed. 

Now choose from the one company 
that has served the commercial market 
since 1955. Reliable™, the wait 

is finally over. We're coming home. 


tf: 1,800.268.1649 « tel; 416.785.0200 


sales@reliahlécorporationicom ¢ wwWW.reliablecorporation.com ; 
PCL OLE 
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Tired of boring fabric? 


(try something new) 


distinctivefabric.com 


wide selection 
easy online ordering 
unbeatable prices 


suede faux fur sequins velvet felt gabardine velour satin 
floral mink brocades liquidlame corduroy silk 












www.distinctivefabric.com 


$77-721-7269 info@distinctivefabric.com 











‘While the first two versions 


were charming, Wild Ginger 
proudly announces: 


PatternMViaster Boutique 


Now available at very low 


upgrade prices for those 
owners of versions 1 or 2. 





Also priced right for those 
who are just starting out. 
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The Ultimate Sewing Retreat! 
A WEEKEND WITH 


SANDRA BETZINA 


Back by Popular Demand! 


Spend a weekend with Sandra Betzina at Baer Fabrics — one of the 
areas largest and most unique fabric stores with 3 floors of sewing 
materials. Enjoy 2 days of new, information packed seminars, 
personalized shopping assistance with Sandra and catered meals. Dinner 
and a fashion show hosted by Sandra will be provided Saturday evening. 


Join Sandra Betzina... 

© Designer of TODAY'S AT Patterns 

* Author of the ever-popular Power 
Sewing Books & Videos. 

¢ Syndicated Columnist 


Call or write Baer Fabrics for a brochure 
and registration infonnation. 


515 East Market St., Louisville, KY 40202 


FABRICS 
Call 1.800.769.7778 for information 
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Letters... 


Tips contributor 
I just sat down to open the mail and 1 was 
puzzled at getting a big envelope from 
Threads, as well as the new issue. When 
I opened the big envelope it was another 
issue, and with a note thanking me for my 
Tips contribution. I went right to the Tips 
section, and there I am. I’m so excited! 
Michelle Newcome, via email 


A fan’s notes 
I love your Web site—especially the video 
clips. And I really love your magazine! I 
read it from cover to cover. Keep up the 
good work. 

Dianne, via email 


Sewer’s storage 
I was wondering if there were any plans 
for addressing storage, a common problem 


for all sewers? I have cruised the Internet 
looking at pictures of sewing rooms to find 
ideas to these issues and also found a lot of 
sewers who seem to share my problem. 
Cara, via email 


Editor’s reply: Cara, how did you find out 
what we have planned for our upcoming 
issues? I hate to make you wait, but we 
have a storage article planned for later in 
the year. 


Threads abbreviations key 


CB center back 

we sometimes CF center front 
abbreviate S.a. seam allowance 
these frequently RS right side 

used terms. WS wrong side 


To save space, 


Announcing 
Inspired by Threads 2005 


It’s time for the sixth annual 
Inspired by Threads Design 
Challenge. Entry forms with 
photos or slides of garments 
inspired by issues No. 114 
through 119 are due to Threads 
by August 1, 2005. Visit www 
.threadsmagazine.com or call 800- 
309-9262 for an entry form and 
the Challenge rules. You can see 
last year’s winners and finalists at 


www.threadsmagazine.com. 





“FASHION?” 


Learn NYC industry techniques from a university 
instructor & author who sews for NYC Fashion 
Week & the Paris Haute Couture. 


Winter/Spring: Classes at Drexel U., the Baum 
Schoo! of Art & seminars across the US. 


July/August: ‘05 Camp Couture™- Draping, 
Patternmaking & Fine French Sewing. 


Call 610-346-6071 
www.ptakcouture.com 
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Fare Tahiti Fabrics 


Hawaiian Print, Tropical, & 
Exotic Fabrics from Around 
the World 


on the Big Island of Hawai'i 


toll- free: 877-287-3449 


www. faretahiti.com 
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Fabulous Fit® 
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MONTEREY MILLS 


Fabrics and stuffing can be used 
for crafts, stuffed animals, toys, 
costumes and more. 













Minimum order - $100 ¢ Orders usually 
shipped within 48 hours 


Send for free information or Send $5.00 
for sample swatches 





1725 E. Delavan Dr., Janesville, WI 53545 

Ph: 1-800-432-9959 or 1-608-754-2866 ext. 402 or 403 

www.montereymills.com 
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IRONING 
REVOLUTION 


The Pressing Star 
1 (877) 870-5067 


dcaird52@netscape.net 
www.dianesdesigns. biz 


* 60 tba. pai 
* one temperature setting 
* vertical steaming 
no shine on garments 
regular tap water 
* other models available 


* LauraStar V 
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2178.80 
All white with 
white interior 


2178.81 
White with 
oak trim with 
| white interior 
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4 | - 2178.87 
Cherry with 
Ty mare Sitch interior 
Combo Air Geo 


2178.88 
Drawer Filler Board (2178-F with aibam 
sewing Lenter See od =a 


“Quilter’s Dream’ > 
Quilter’s Dream (3180) 


Quilter’s Dream Storage Chest (08) 
Deluxe Sewing Chair (15090) 


J1H0 Available In Two Popular Colors! 


(i 


‘tm 


oa Sunset oak 


with 
sunset oak 
Taltualels 






3180.61 

Ye 
oak trim with 
white interior 


ee i | 


Stop by your nearest Horn Dealer and in 
about our New Video with Martha Pullen! 
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Find your HeART 


COUTURE FABRICS 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

(480) 949-8238 
coutfab @ msn.com 


BUTTONS ‘N’ BOLTS 
Tucson, Arizona 

(520) 795-1533 
www.buttonsnboltfabrics.com 


JANE’S FABRIQUE 


LaJolla (San Diego area), California 


(858) 459-5828 
janesfab @ earthlink.net 


STONEMOUNTAIN and 
DAUGHTER FABRICS 


Berkeley (San Francisco.area), California 


(866) 4SEW-FUN 
www.stonemountainfabric.com 


D’LEAS FABRIC & BUTTON STUDIO 


Denver, Colorado 
(303) 388-5665 
www.dleas.com 


FABRIC COLLECTIONS 
Winter Park (Orlando area), Florida 
(407) 740-7737 
www.fabriccollections.com 





LACY LOVELIES FASHION FABRICS 


Le Mars (Sioux City area), lowa 
(866) FABRIC-1 
lacylovelies @ yahoo.com 


FABRIC GALLERY 


Williamston (Lansing area), Michigan 


(517) 655-4573 
www. fabricgallery.net 


GINNY’S FINE FABRICS 
and SUPPORT GROUP 
Rochester, Minnesota 

(507) 285-9134 
www.ginnysfinefabrics.com 


TREADLE YARD GOODS 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
(651) 698-9690 


EUNICE FARMER FABRICS 
St. Louis, Missouri 

(314) 997-1531 

effarmer @sbcglobal.net 


KAPLAN’S FABRICS 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(816) 531-4818 
www.kaplansfinefabrics.com 


SEW NATURAL’S 
CREATIVE TEXTILES 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
(505) 982-8389 


Find 


WAECHTER’S SILK SHOP 
Asheville, North Carolina 

(828) 252-2131 
www.waechters.com 


MULBERRY SILKS 
and FINE FABRICS 


Carrboro (Chapel Hill area), North Carolina 


(919) 942-7455 


BANASCH’S FABRICS 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
(513) 731-5757 


THREADS AT GINGERBREAD HILL 


Aurora (Cleveland area), Ohio 
(330) 562-7100 
www.threadsatgingerbreadhill.com 


LINDA’S SEWING CENTER 
Corvallis, Oregon 

(541) 757-1317 
lindassewing @ proaxis.com 


27th STREET FABRICS 
Eugene, Oregon 

(541) 345-7221 
www.27streetfabrics.com 


JOSEPHINE’S DRY GOODS 
Portland, Oregon 

(503) 224-4202 
www.josephinesdrygoods.com 


THE FABRIC PLACE 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
(412) 341-8868 

fax (412) 341-8650 


THE GRAPEVINE COLLECTION 
Colleyville (Dallas-Ft. Worth area), Texas 
(817) 514-6061 

www.Sewitup.com 


FASHION AFFAIR 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
(801) 486-7600 
fashionaffair@ msn.com 


CURRAN DESIGNER FABRICS 
McLean (Washington D.C. area), Virginia 
(703) 556-9292 
www.currandesignerfabrics.com 


NANCY’S SEWING BASKET 
Seattle, Washington 

(800) 443-2964 

nsbseattle @ aol.com 


ESTEE’S FABRICS 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
(780) 436-7533 
www.estees-fabrics.com 





Support your independent retailer! 
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your place. 


\N Fabric Labels Since 1938 neta 


pe ot . 
Ve Se ©* Woven and Printed 
S oe Stock or Custom 


Size / Care / Content 
: Great for: 

Printed Weddings / Anniversaries 
Satin Ribbon Showers / Birthdays and more... 
For a free catalog call: 800-241-2890 

P.. Box 4382] « Atlanta, Georma 30336 
www.namemaker.com 
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COLORHUE 


instant set fabric dye 


SILK RIBBON & BLAS 


for dyeing and embellishing 


K i TIRE silk thread 
he (5 weights) 
Things a ° www.silkthings.com 
425-821-2287 
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Systems for Pattern Making 
and Fitting Products 
Patterns, Tools, Books and Videos 


1 
U] 


Available on this website only! 


www .DesignToFit.com 


he “Walking Foot” ULTRAFEED™ 
Shown Deluxe LSZ-1 #804 


Sewing Outdoor Projects 
Everything you need — Fabrics, Fasteners & 
Machines with the power & feeding ability 
to guarantee professional results! 

FREE 120 page Catalog « sailrite@sailrite.com 

Churubusco, IN * 800-348-2769 » 260-693-2242 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL ¢ 888-777-5310 * 954-779-2227 
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i Adds The Color! 
You Add The Ideas! 


Fast, Easy New Techniques! 


Explore Marbling, Wax-Less Batik, Dye Painting, 
Tie-Dye and More! Heat Set in the Microwave! 


www.ritdye.com 
Free Recipes for Color Mixing 


Rit Consumer Services 
PO Box 21070 
Indianapolis, IN 46221 
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Fashion Sewing-Quiulting ‘ Home Decorating - FiberArts 
a _ 


American Noewing Ext 


Largest Independent 
Sewing Expo in America! 


\ The Novi Show 


Join us in Novi, Michigan, 
Where the Focus is on Fashion! 


Enjoy Exquisite Exhibits, 
Superb Classes, 
Fabulous Workshops 


The ONLY place to see the 
Inspired by Threads 
fashion show! 


re laal=la lors laterew late (=>.4 ele mere) in) 
248-889-3111 








www.riri.com or call 1-800-ririUSA 


= fesign and 
lanning Concepts 


Wearable Art for Everyday Living 


Patterns for coats, vests, pants, 
bags and more 






Wholesale inquiries welcomed 


Nancy Mirman 
17 Summit Circle. Somers, N'Y LOS89 


445 


MS er 
StI 8 Fax: (914)2 40EG 


www.designandplanningconcepts.com 
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BEST selection of: 


machine embroidery supplies 
fine linens, & free 
embroidery designs 


wuw.embroiderthis.com 
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It's not 
— justa 


zipper... 


Luxurious and 
Avant-Garde 
Enhancements 

















* Sterling Silver-plated Teeth * Satin Tape * 100% Cotton PFD Tape 


* 24k Gold-plated Teeth * Melange Tape * Bi-color Tape & Teeth 


* Anodized Aluminum Teeth *Lurex Tape * Locking Pulls 


~ “Fabulous zippers! The convergence of endless combinations and finest quality is the | 
elevation of the art.” -— Susan |. Jones, Fiber Artist 


For more information on our complete line of products and links to our 
distributors who cater to the Independent Retailer please visit our website: 
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See color combinations in a new light 


Combining aesthetically pleasing fabric colors and prints for a quilt- or color- 


blocked garment takes a special eye. I’ve discovered that a child’s kaleidoscope 


is a great tool to use for choosing harmonious colors and establishing a pleasing 


palette. Here’s how: 


Buy a kaleidoscope without any color chips—you’ll want the fabrics to be the only 


images reflected and fragmented in the mirrors. You can find a kaleidoscope in a 


toy store—they’re often stocked in the children’s party favor’s section. 


| usually arrange three or four different fabrics so they touch or overlap. (More than 


four confuses my ability to really see the collection.) 


| view the fabrics through the kaleidoscope by moving it slowly across my 


selections until the mirrors reflect all of the fabrics. Then | rotate the scope and 


observe the color combinations through the eyehole. 


Through the kaleidoscope | discern the dominant color(s), evaluate the contrast, 


and choose the ratio of one color to another. By adding and subtracting fabrics, | 


ultimately find a balance between contrast, tone, color, and pattern, and achieve a 


handsome combination that suits me. 


THREADS 


~Carolyn Rehbaum, Altamonte Springs, Fla. 


Speedy sequin application 
Ive used this trick to apply 
cupped sequins for years—and 
guarantee it works. First, I lay 
my fabric on asurface protected 
with a plastic dry-cleaning bag 
(any polyethylene plastic bag or 
sheet works). If ’m doing yard- 
age, I pin the fabric to the bag. 
Next, I scatter the sequins on 





a paper plate to make it easy 
to see the cupped side, which 
should always be up. 

Then I apply small dots of So- 
bo glue to the fabric, in a dozen 
places I want sequins. | apply a 
small amount of glue to a pencil 
tip, making it tacky, and then 
touch it to a sequin, lifting it 
and carrying it to a dot of glue 


on my fabric. I press the sequin 
lightly so a bit of the glue oozes 
up through the hole and “rivets” 
it to the fabric. Then I pick up 
another sequin and repeat the 
process. I clean the glue off the 
pencil tip when needed, and let 
the sequins dry before moving 
the fabric. (When youre first 
learning this technique start by 
applying six glue dots so the glue 
doesn’t dry before you get all the 
sequins placed.) | recommend 
Sobo glue because other glues 
dry too fast or are brittle, and the 
sequins pop off. 

For an extra-perfect close-up 
finish after my sequins are ap- 
plied I put a tiny dot of Tulip 
craft paint (glitter or pearl vari- 
eties work best) on each sequin 
to cover the hole. This makes it 
look beaded. 

—Bill Jones, 
San Francisco 


Build in no-slide 

shoulder straps 

To keep shoulder straps—es- 
pecially spaghetti straps—from 
falling off my shoulders, I insert 
elastic cording into the straps. I 
use a long, double-eyed needle, 
or a tapestry needle with a large 
eye and a blunt end, to thread 
the cording through the strap. 
Even on a chiffon dress, the 
smooth eye end of the needle 
won't snag the fabric. 

I leave about 2 inches of the 
elastic extending beyond both 
ends of the strap. Sew one end 
of each strap to the dress per- 
manently, securing the elastic. 
Then, when fitting, I pull the 
loose ends of the elastic until 
they’re comfortably snug, pin 
them in place, and sew them 


Photo: Scott Phillips 


OWN YOUr 


experience the creativity® 


shop us for the largest & 
the best in prom fabrics, 
trims & embellishments, 
all at the right prices. 


Enter to Win $1,000 in the 
simplicity Prom Creativity 
Contest! Find details at 


www.Joann.com, 
search: PROM. 


Dress: Simplicity 5238 Prom Satin & Caviar 
Organza with Ruffled Netting Trim. 
Purse: Butterick 6907 Prom Satin with Trim. 


©2004 Jo-Ann Stores, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Have a tip? 





Share your tips, 


tricks, and sew- 
ing/embellish- 
ing resources. 
Send us details, 
sketches, photos, 
or samples. We'll 
pay for each 

item we publish. 
Please send 
them to: Threads 
Tips, PO Box 
5506, Newtown, 
CT 06470-5506. 
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Make permanent pattern copies 


| use 6-mil poly sheeting purchased at a lumber supply store to make duplicate 


patterns. A permanent, felt-tipped pen works well to trace and record all the 


markings. | store these finished patterns in a plastic bag, with the original 


pattern facing the outside of the bag, for easy identification. These new pattern 


pieces will last forever. 


to the garment. This method 
works equally well as an altera- 
tion for a ready-made dress or 
as a fitting fix for one youre 


making from scratch. 
~Fay M. Dorr, 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 


A safe way to sew 
beaded fringe 
Beaded fringe can be tricky to 
sew into a seam by machine 
because if the fringe moves 
it’s easy to sew through a bead 
and break the needle. To keep 
the fringe in place, I use a glue 
stick to secure the flange and 
painter’s blue low-tack tape to 
secure the fringe out of the way. 
This ensures that I don’t have to 
wrestle with the fringe to keep 
from breaking beads or needles 
when stitching blindly through 
two layers with the beads sand- 
wiched in between. 
—Jane Tutton, 
Vero Beach, Fla. 


Save a thread- 

thread a needle 

Here’s what I do to make use 
of long strands of thread: I 
keep a pincushion of needles 
handy when I’m sewing. When 
I’m ready to remove a spool 
of thread from my machine, 


—Ruth Frieser, Edmonton, AB, Canada 


I clip the thread at the spool 
and pull the thread out of the 
machine through the needle. 
Then I take that strand and 
thread it through one of the 
hand needles in my pincushion. 
Whenever I need to baste, make 
tailor’s tacks, sew on a button, 
snap, or hook and eye, I have an 
assortment of threaded needles 


all ready to go. 
—Karen Wolff, 
Laguna Hills, Calif. 


Two easy shopping tips 
The beautiful fabrics I find 
while shopping inspire me, 
but I’m often uncertain of how 
many yards to buy for the pat- 
terns I have at home. I used to 
look through the pattern books 
at the store to find the yardages, 
but that took too much time. 
Now I keep a list of the fabric 
requirements for my favorite 
patterns in my daily planner, 
which I carry everywhere I go. 
When I discover a wonderful 
fabric, I can easily locate how 
much to buy. 

Another way I streamline my 
shopping is to shop pattern 
catalogs online before I go to 
the store. I find all of the infor- 
mation I need online so I can go 
directly to the pattern drawers 


when I get to the fabric store. 
This saves me a great deal of 
time, and makes shopping very 
efficient. 


—Dana Zaruba, 
Cobble Hill, BC, Canada 


Keep track of fitting order 
When I’m adjusting and fit- 
ting patterns, I often make an 
adjustment, test it, and then 
make a second, third, and 
maybe fourth adjustment. To 
keep track of which marking 
line is the most current one, I 
mark them in rainbow order 
(red, orange, green, blue, indi- 
go, and violet). I use a red pen 
the first time I mark an adjust- 
ment. If I adjust the same line 
again, I mark the new line in 
orange. If I adjust it again, I use 
green. (I skip yellow—it’s too 
hard to see.) So until! trace a fi- 
nal copy of the finished pattern, 
I can tell by looking which ad- 
justment line reflects the most 
recent changes. 

Unfortunately, this system 
shows how far I am from my 
holy grail—that master set of pat- 
terns that no longer needs ad- 
justing. But until I get there, this 
method keeps me on track. 

—Barbara Snyder, 
Sebastopol, Calif. 
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EMBROIDERY SUPPLIES 












Rupert Gibbon & Spider Inc. manufacturers of Jacquard’ 
SILK COLORS ACID COLORS 5 T - M 


PROCION MX DYES NATURAL E-COLOR DYES ce 
LIQUID PROCION H DYES PRE-REDUCED INDIGO Y QUALITY MATERIALS FREE CATALOG 
For more information on our complete line of products Y ORDERS SHIP SAME DAY 
“a, Y MONTHLY SPECIALS 
please visit our website: www.jacquardproducts.com / CUSTOMER SATISFACTION De 
For your free copy of our catalog call: 800 442 0455 5T's Embroidery Supply 800 466 7945 


P.O. Box 484, Macedon, New York 14502 
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THERE’S NOTHING 


Why let a big idea or home business 


be limited by a small eee . | —_—_ anywhere in the industry. 
All created by top designers, 


es 
- ri (l Zs | i M4 ready to stitch and go. 


design selection? 


Choose Amazing Designs 

Memory Cards, and you'll 
find the largest collection of ma 
designs for personal projects 


> Amazing Designs Memory Cards 
Bw VE EE —now you're thinking big. 


* r 


SOLUTIONS 


EMBROIDERY 





New Designs Monthly and Limitless Design Exclusive User-Friendly www.amazingdesigns.com 
Pin aa ae 1S ee a Mend ahs -) 888-874-6760 dealer locator 
egular Software Updates Collections Software 1 aay ee B0D-56A Lapua ete | 


READER SERVICE NO. 154 








EX plo 


Bethany Pate 

(left), winner 
of the Young | 
Sewer’s Award, : 
accepts her prize 
(donated by Brother 
International) 

from Janet Pray. 

Below, other finalist 
garments modeled 

by their creators at 

the American Sewing 
Expo in Novi. 


Laura Nash, 
Corvallis, OR ™ 
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Inspired by Threads—A Fashion Challenge 

















by Carol Fresia 


n the Threads offices, we 
love it when the deadline 
for the annual “Inspired by 
Threads” design challenge 
draws near. This year, our 





mailboxes were brimming 
withentries, and we were delight- 
ed to see the dozens of ways our 
readers interpreted techniques 
and ideas published over the last 
six issues, No. 109 to 114. 

After carefully examining all 
the entries and debating their 
many merits, we selected fi- 
nalists for the challenge. From 
these, we narrowed our choices 
down to five winners. 


a * 


Jennifer Jamal, 
Royal Oak, Ml 





Each year the finalists are fea- 
tured in a gala fashion showheld 
at the American Sewing Expo, in 
Novi, Michigan (www.american 
sewingexpo.com). This year’s 
show attracted an enthusiastic 
audience who enjoyed our read- 
ers’ creativity as much as we did. 
The high point of the show was 
when we announced the win- 
ners, who are featured in the pag- 
es that follow. To find out how 
you can enter the next “Inspired 
by Threads” challenge, visit www 
.threadsmagazine.com. 


Carol Fresia is an associate editor. 


~ 


> 
Randi Hilleso, 
Seattle, WA — 


Ty Lares) 


op. 24, and runway and show photos: Tor 


mraodee Gorton 
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ONLINE EXTRA 


Enjoy viewing all the 






hreadsmagazine.com. 


Elizabeth Stark, 
Latonia, KY 
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Becky Fulgoni, Kalamazoo, MI 


Displaying an impressive command of a variety of machine- and 











hand-needlework techniques, Becky designed and stitched this od 
unique three-piece evening dress. The bustier top (based on 4 ' A, 
an article in No. 109, pp. 42-47) is constructed of batiked 4 aM 





i _ 


‘ea, “cee 
fry pee 


cotton and free-motion quilted to enhance the dye patterns in 
ilcmtleldlemm elelgeluelti Mur lilep cul sicellelcia me: leMel-rlel lle m Ciel aL 

in the detail photo at left) further embellish the garment, which 
is trimmed with a hand-knitted boa of eyelash yarn. Becky's skirt is 
actually two: a slithery silver underskirt, topped with an overskirt that 
ties on like an apron, Inspired by the “Delicious Details" column in 
No. 112 (pp. 66-68), Becky applied soft flounces to enhance the 
columnar shape of the skirt. We loved the way she combined such 
a range of textures and techniques into a unified, graceful whole. 


Exploring Design...... 








Most Interesting Interpretation of 
a Threads Article 


Ellen McNally, Hamden, CT 






We found Ellen's brilliant red flamenco 
dress irresistible, trom its tiers of 
flounces (inspired by “Delicious 
Details,” No. 112, pp. 66-68), to its 
lalgeler:le[-MmelVi-ii(cfeallalciemelele|(e-M ielsslilsis 
with fringe (No. 109, pp. 42-47 and 
No. 113, pp. 34-38). Along with her 





very fine sewing—note the bias trim on 
the flounces and the smooth shaping 
of the bodice—Ellen impressed us 
with the way she brought together 
information on fabrics, construction, 
and embellishment to create a 


dynamite, dance-worthy dress. 





Most Successful Embellishment 
Pat Congleton, Diamond Bar, CA 


We offered our readers “Two Takes on Felting Wool Jersey” (No. 109, 
’ pp. 70-73), and Pat went ahead and came up with several more, ina 

five-piece mini wardrobe of rich brown wool jersey. With a total 

of three tops (two shown here), and a coordinating turtleneck 

and slacks, the ensemble explores ways to create interesting 

texture through felting. Pat used applique, shibori, hand-knit- 

ting and couching techniques along with felting to alter the 

surface and hand of her fabric, and designed a vest (at 

left), a zippered jacket, and a pullover sweater (at right) to 

showcase her results. 
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EMBROIDERY FEATURES: 


-AutoPunch Software Included 


- 120 Embroidery Designs (60 Built-In, 60 More on Bonus CD] 
‘Supports Designs Up To 4.5"x 6.75" 
‘Ability to Download Designs from the Internet 


SEWING FEATURES: 
- 129 Stitch Programs and Two Built-In Fonts 


‘Built-In Needle Threader 

‘Needle Up/Needle Down 
-One-Touch Pattern Selection P 
-Four Styles of One-Step Buttonholes S I N G E R 
-25-Year Limited Warranty aad 4 ara) tale ie Ae 


Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price $399 For more information, 


SINGER® and Quantum® are registered trademarks and Futura™ is a trademark of the Singer Company Limited. call 1-800-4SINGER or 
©2004 Singer Sewing Company. All rights reserved. READER SERVICE NO. 153 visit singerco.com. 





Exploring Design... 
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Bethany Pate, St. Augustine, FL 


Thirteen-year-old Bethany put her well-honed sewing skills 
to good use in this classic but youthful skirt ensemble in 
black and lime. Inspired by articles on topstitching (No. #12, 
pp. 20-26), designing skirts (No. 110, pp. 60-63), and 
embellishing embroidery (No. 109, pp. 48-51), she added 
a unique, personal touch to each piece. The skirt sports a 
nifty buttoned-back vent, and the jacket is embellished with 
rows of parallel topstitching. At the neckline of the black 
shell, Bethany machine-embroidered a floral motif derived 
from the pattern in her skirt's 

green embroidered dupioni. Not 

just a demonstration of Bethany’s 

talent with needle and thread, this 

outfit also reveals a mature design 


sensibility. 





/ Superb sit & 
conditioning for all fibers 

¥ Safe & Economical for 
Fine Washables 

#& Wonderful Fresh Scent 

* No Rinsing - N 

® Environmentally {ly 


due 


* Ideal Travel Cogamanion 
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EMBROIDERY FESTIVAL 


Join us in 2005 
SAN MATEO, CA Feb 18—20 - 
PLEASANTON, CA Apr 08—10 : 
CINCINNATI, OH Jun 23—25 
HONOLULU, HI Aug 05—07 
RENO, NV Aug 26—28 
SAN MATEO, CA Sep 16—18 


1-800-472-6476 * Fax: (775)-856-3531 « 
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- Two Styles Included 


LOES aye 
=|: Pi Sire q 


$16 plus $4 s/h 
CA resident add 7.25% tax 
Visa/MC Checks 


PO. Box 1430 
Seaside, CA 93955 
888.554.LOES 
FAX 831.484.1451 
www.loeshinsedesign.com 
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FOR EXPERIENCED SEWERS ONLY! 
NEW BOOK! 
European Cut by Elizabeth M. Allemong 


Teach yourself how to draft slopers for 
custom-made clothes the European way! 


Simple method. Very detailed book. 170 


pages. Step-by-step illustrated instructions 
with foolproof worksheets. 


TO ORDER: send $35 + $4 for shipping or 
use the printable Order Form at 
www.vestisbooks.com and save 20%! 


Vestis Books P.O. Box 29209 Columbus, OH 
43229-0209 
READER SERVICE NO. 16 








¢ Top Industry Teachers 

« Make & Take It Projects 

¢ Fashion Presentations 

« Specials ONLY at the Show 


Order Tickets ON LINE: www.pcmexpo.com 
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Vendor Mall 
Seminars * Workshops 


pemg@juno. com 
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Specials for Stores, Artists, 
Dressmakers 


ASSORTED SAMPLE SET is available 
for $40 plus shipping 


Join our SILK FABRIC CLUB - $20 annually 
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Conter om Basket Set 2 


it's Zundt Design 


For secure online ordering and wholesale visit our website 


www.zundtdesign.com 


Or, call tell trae: BBE 533 7397 
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SILK 


Velvets 
Chittons 


Satins 








Prints 
and Much More 


‘Thai Silks! 


252(T) State Street * Los Altos, CA 94022 
(800) 722-SILK 
Tel: (650) 948-8611 * Fax: (650) 948-3426 


silks@thaisilks.com 
www.thaisilks.com 


Our Low Prices Will Surprise You! 
Free Brochure Call Toll Free 
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Basics 


Sewing hooks 
and eyes 


by Carol Fresia and the Threads editors 
—?® 


Position and sew them on correctly 
for a secure, invisible closure 


nseen and unheralded, 

hooks and eyes are none- 

theless important staples 
of the dressmaker’s craft. Avail- 
able in a wide range of sizes and 
styles, little bits of metal can fas- 
ten anything from the most deli- 
cate heirloom garment to bulky 
fur coats. If you pick the right 
hook-and-eye combination and 
attach it properly, you can count 
on this hardware to keep your 
clothing closed while not de- 


Use a blanket stitch for 
neatness and durability 


The interlocking loops provide attractive 
coverage and extra hold on hooks and eyes. 


To sew a basic 
blanket stitch, 
insert the needle 
into the fabric 
and bring the 
tip up a short 
distance away 
so that it travels 
over the thread 
from the previ- 
ous stitch. 
Gently pull the 
stitch tight. 
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Sizing up your 
notions 


The sizing convention for hooks 
and eyes is entirely logical: the 
lower the number, the smaller 
the fastener. A 00 hook and 
eye is about 4 inch long when 
fastened; a size 3 is just over 

¥ inch. Sizes 0 through 3 will 
work for most garments, aside 
from very delicate pieces or 
bulky outerwear. 


The eyes have it 


With standard dress hooks 

and eyes, from sizes 0 to 3, 
you'll have a choice of two eye 
styles. The round style is often 
simply called an eye. Somewhat 
confusingly, the straight or bar 
style is sometimes called a loop. 
You may call them anything you 
like, but it’s helpful to know this 
terminology if you’re ordering 
notions by mail. 


Always start with the hook 


Position the hook '% inch or more from the edge for a lapped edge; 
for abutted edges, set the hook just far enough from the edge to 
conceal the eye when the closure is fastened ‘'/16-'s inch). Check the 
placement of the hook by sliding the eye through it and gently pulling; 
if you see the hook, move it farther in from the edge. 


Anchor the hook 

in position 

Holding the hook in place, take 
several stitches through the hook 
end. Tug the hook's eyelets gently 
to seat the hook securely in 
the stitches. 


Attach the eyelets 


Sew both eyelets in position 
using a blanket stitch. 
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CREATED TO ENDURE 


For over 190 years, polyester, which withstands generations, choose the 
Coats & Clark has been __ tension, stress and the passage thread that's created to endure — 
turning the finest American of time. The outer wrap is top Coats Dual Duty Plus® 
di ratelles De ees quality, long-staple Pima cotton — 

most beautiful and durable threads. | —soft, lustrous, brilliant. It'sno (3 

Today, we put that same wonder Coats Dual Duty Plus®is  “Qgayy” Coats & Clark 
craftsmanship into Coats Dual Duty America’s best-selling thread. hoe ee ee ee 
Plus® At its core is high-tensile For projects created to last for se rop eee tearieie Srieeohn | 
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BOSICS....... 


tracting from its looks—in fact, 
hooks and eyes are often pre- 


ments. Even if you adore unique the howe ane BEEK 


buttons or like to invent creative through to the un- 
closures of your own, don’t for- _ der!ap wrong side, 


get about the humble hook and - bl m a temporary 
eye.’ Unhook the 


eye. They work just as well in ook from the pin, 
combination with other fasten- and use the “eye” 
as a marker for the 
placement of the 
loop (bar). 


ers as they do alone, and can 
provide added security to keep 
you from coming undone. 


Carol Fresia is an associate editor 
at Threads. 








For overlapping edges, sew on a loop 


ferred to zippers in couture gar- Arrange the garment overlap as desired. Insert a pin in 
the wrong side of the underlap, and slide its point through 


Sew the loop (bar) using a 
blanket stitch. Most loops 
are slightly curved to receive 
the hook more securely; 
identify which way yours 
curves, and position it so 
that the hook goes through 
the inward-curving side. 





For abutting edges, sew on an eye 


To position the eye, align the garment edges evenly and pin- 
mark where the center of the hook abuts the opposite edge 
(not shown). Sew the eye on so that it projects very slightly 
beyond the edge, using a blanket stitch to attach the eye- 
lets. Finally, anchor the sides of the eye, as shown, with a 
few stitches. Secure the thread and conceal its end. 
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7 1-800-667-2587 / info@stitchitize.com 
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OTTOBRE 
design® 
is a kids fashion magazine 


for those who love sewing! 


s1ZES 0-15 years /62-170 cm 
+3 designs for ladies in each issue : es oF 


On our website you can browse through ‘te 
all issues and SUBSCRIBE fo yourown xs 
magazine. A FREE GIFT for subsceil 


ww.0ttobredesig - 


Ni.com 
PATTERNS INSTRUCTIONS STYLE FASHION rh FROM FINLAND | 
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cation « tools & more 


800.833.0690 
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Author tested, waistband approved. Pant expert 
Joyce Murphy collected a variety of stabilizers, 
tested their staying power, and figured out how to 
best apply them in straight and curved waists. 


1. Ultra Ban-Rol 

2. Petersham 

3. Rol-Control Waistband Stabilizer 

4. Waistband curtain 

5. Perfo-fuse Slotted Waistbanding/ 
Dritz Perfect Waist Maker 

6. Skirt Belting-Insert/Snugtex 
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Inside That Count 





With the right stabilizer, you can make a 


pant or skirt waist stand at attention or 


softly hug the body 


by Joyce Murphy 


hy are some pants and skirts 
so comfortable you forget 
that you are actually wear- 
ing them, and others so 
utterly uncomfortable that 





you can't wait to take them 
off? Chances are, the answer is hidden in- 
side the garment’s waist. I’ve created many 
pairs of pants for women of all shapes and 
sizes, and I’ve found two things to be true 
across the board: a properly constructed 
waistband or waist facing is the first step 
toward lasting comfort, and what stabilizes 
the band or supports the facing is the key to 
a firm, smooth, professional finish. 


Know your support options, 

inside and out 

If, like many sewers, you choose your waist 
support mostly by whatever interfacing 
scrap is long enough to fit your waistband 
or facing, you'll be pleasantly surprised 
by the quality and variety of the waist-spe- 
cific support options on the market today. 
And if you're already aware of the options, 


but aren’t sure which product works best 
for a particular skirt or pair of pants, or 
how to apply it correctly, you’re also in 
for a treat. I’ve completed the necessary 
research, sorted through the terminology 
(which can be confusing), tested each of 
the products, and divided them into two 
easy-to-remember categories: those that sta- 
bilize straight waistbands (see pp. 34-35), 
and those that provide support for curved 
waists (see pp. 36-37). To keep shirts tucked 
in, you can also add a nifty rubberized 
product to your finished waistband (see 
p. 37). So the next time you create a skirt 
or pair of pants, simply open to these 
pages to determine the best waist-firming 
product for the job. Once you experience a 
properly supported waistline, I guarantee 
that you'll never again rely on just any old 
interfacing scraps. 4 





Joyce Murphy (www.jsmpatterns.com) creates 
custom pants in Alpena, Mich., and teaches 
workshops across the country. 


(continued on the next page) 


Where to get it... 





Atlanta-National Thread & Supply (ATS) 
(Snugtex, waistband curtain) 
800-847-1001 

www.atlantathread.com 


Banasch’s 

(Snugtex, Waist Grippers, stay tape; Ban- 
Rol is sold under the name Armoflexxx) 
800-543-0355 

www.banaschs.com 


B. Black & Sons 

(Snugtex, Ban-Rol, waistband curtain, 
stay tape) 

800-433-1546 
www.bblackandsons.com 


Farthingales Fabrics by Mail 
(petersham, stay tape) 
519-275-2374 

www. farthingales.on.ca 


Greenberg & Hammer, Inc. 

(Ban-Rol, waistband curtain, stay tape) 
800-955-5135 
www.greenberg-hammer.com 


Sew Fast Sew Easy 
(precurved petersham) 
212-268-4321 
www.sewfastseweasy.com 


The Sewing Place 

(Ban-Rol, Dritz Perfect Waist Maker, 
petersham, fusible stay tape, 

Armo Weft interfacing) 
800-587-3937 
www.thesewingplace.com 


Sew True 

(waistband curtain, Ban-Rol, Perfo-fuse 
Slotted Waistbanding, stay tape) 
800-739-8783 

www.sewtrue.com 


Unique Techniques 
(Rol-Control, fusible stay tape) 
800-557-5563 
www.uniquetechniques.com 
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Straight waistbands 
require straight stabilizers 


To hold their shape, straight waistbands need firm, sturdy stabilizers. The four products listed 
below are sold in specific finished widths, so the edges are smooth and comfortable. Cut each 


to the length of your waistband. 
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Available only 
in white and a 
~< 23/s-inch width. 
Sold by the yard 
~~, or in 3-yard 





Photox Sloan Howard: drwwings on pp. 34 and 96: Roba Marzole 
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Available only 
in white and a 
1-inch width. 

Sold in 5-yard 


packages. 


Available in 
white, cream, 
grey, tan, and 
black and a 
2'/2-inch 
width. Sold 
by the yard. 
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KEEPS A WAISTBAND FIRM, YET SOFT: 
Rol-Control Waistband Stabilizer 


This nylon/polyester product allows the wearer to bend and sit comfortably in casual, tailored, and 
dressy pants. 


How to use it 

Apply Rol+Control the same way as Ultra Ban-Rol: Finish one long edge of the waistband, then sew the 
unfinished edge to the garment, right sides together. With the wrong side of the band up and the seam 
allowance extending, place the stabilizer on the seam allowance, against the stitching line; sew together. 
Press the seam allowance and band away from the garment. Fold the band to the inside of the garment, over 
the stabilizer. Stitch-in-the-ditch along the waistband/garment seam. 





PRODUCES A FINISHED, TAILORED BAND: 
Waistband Curtain 


Traditional waistband curtain is constructed from a stiff cotton or polyester/cotton fabric, 
with stabilizer (sometimes referred to as waistband canvas) already sewn in; it is used almost 
exclusively in men’s tailored pants. Softer, lighter-weight curtain is also available in a wider 
variety of colors, for use in casual pants. 


How to use it 

Waistband curtain acts as both facing and stabilizer, so you need to cut only the front of the 
waistband from your fashion fabric, adding % inch for turnover along the top edge, plus a seam 
allowance that matches the seam allowance at the top of the curtain. Interface the front band 
with a medium-weight fusible interfacing. Sew the bottom edge of the band to the garment, right 
sides together. Press the band and seam allowance away from the garment. Sew the curtain’s 
unfinished edge to the band’s top edge, right sides together; the stabilizer should not be caught 
in this stitching. With the stabilizer pushed aside, press the seam allowance toward the curtain. 
Fold the curtain to the inside of the garment (the top of the stabilizer will support the fold); press. 
To anchor the bottom of the curtain, fold the facing portion of the curtain out of the way, then 
stitch-in-the-ditch along the waistband/garment seam. Tack the facing portion of the curtain to 
the garment’s vertical seam allowances. 
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Curved waists need stabilizers 
that can follow the bend 


Faced waists and contour waistbands don't require the same firm infrastructure as a 
straight waistband, but they do need reinforcement that is crisper and stiffer than the 


fabric to prevent stretching, ensure a smooth fit, and provide top-down 
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A GREAT SUBSTITUTE FOR A FACING: 


Petersham 
This sturdy cotton or cotton/rayon ribbon has a flexible scalloped edge that can be shaped with a 


Available in a steam iron to conform to the curve of the body, making it the perfect substitute for a waist facing 







variety of colors on medium-weight skirts or pants, Petersham shrinks, so before using, soak it in warm water, 


me widths (1 or then air-dry. 
2 inches is best 


ile | if desired, center Ya- to Ye-inch-wide stay tape over the waist seamline to keep it from stretching. Cut 
sold by petersham to the length of the garment waistline plus extra to fold under and finish at the closure. 


Lay it on your ironing board, spray lightly with water, then press with a steam iron, stretching and 
shaping one scalloped edge along the entire length, Place the ribbon over the waistline seam 
allowance on the right side of the garment, aligning the unstretched edge with the waist seamiine; 
stitch together. Fold the seam allowance and ribbon to the inside of the garment, press over a 
tailor’s ham; topstitch if desired, and tack the petersham's stretched edge to the garment'’s vertical 
seam allowances. 


Make sure you buy 
the right petersham 


Petersham ribbon is a variety of grosgrain ribbon, but not 
all grosgrain is petersham. And to make it more confusing, 
not all products labeled petersham are the same. Here’s 
what you need to know: 


True petersham is also called grosgrain belting or millinery grosgrain ribbon, and is 
distinguished by scalloped, unlocked selvages (see inset photo above). 


Grosgrain ribbon has tight, locked selvages, and should be used only as decorative trim 
because it won't stretch. 


Polyester petersham is either white with blue-gray stripes running along the edges, or 
black with white stripes. It is very stiff and firm, and is used to support cartridge pleats or 
netting in ballerina costumes. 
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Clever 
add-ons 
keep shirts 
tucked in 


is 


Rubberized strips 


sewn inside a 
garment waist hold 
errant shirttails in 
place, The rubber 
doesn't hold up well 
to extreme heat, so 
do not dry-clean. 


* Waist Grippers 
are fusible or sew-in 
Ui elel-taPdcie Mere) icely 
rectangles (1~4 
inches long by 

1 inch wide), 
available ina 
e-lule[-Me) mee) (eles 


* Skirt Belting- 
Insert/ Snugtex 

is 1 or 14 inches 
wide and available 
in white only, It is 
sold by the yard, so 
you can cut a strip 
to circle the entire 
waistband, or justa 
few small pieces. 





Four ways to finish a Serged edge 
waistband’s inside edge <n 


The waistband’s inside edge can be finished with any 

one of these techniques. Before you finish it, make 

sure the inside of the band is '%4 to 2 inch deeper than 

the outside so you can stitch-in-the-ditch along the 

waistband/garment seam. 

1. Serge the edge. 

2. Bind the edge with a bias strip of lining or thin 
cotton fabric. 

3. Press the seam allowance under. 

4. Cut the waistband with the inside edge on the 
fabric selvage. 





inside of pant 


Outside of pant 








These Pleats Are 
Made for 


straight, slim skirt is very attractive, | admit, but there 

For Case of movement an d ie reallyis no need to be held hostage in it. A well-placed kick 

; ee z pleat, or two, allows for plenty of leg movement, yet doesn’t 
desig N flair, add one Or MOre bs compromise a slender silhouette. 

~W Akickora walking pleat starts approximately mid-thigh 


kick pleats to YOUr skirt " “\and extends to the skirt hem. There are two styles—the 


familiar knife pleat (sometimes referred to as a straight pleat), and 
the inverted box pleat. Both are straightforward to construct and 


by Paddye Mann add to any basic straight skirt pattern (see drawings on p. 39). 


Not all fabrics will hold a pleat 
Before going any further, test your fabric to make sure it will crease 
properly. Fold and press a small swatch, let it cool, then hang it. If 
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Kick pleats can be added to any straight skirt pattern 


There are two basic kick- 
pleat styles: the knife pleat 
and the inverted box pleat 
(two facing knife pleats). 
The knife pleat is easy to 
draft onto a straight skirt 
pattern; the inverted box 
pleat draft is a bit more 
involved. But the process 

is the same for both: Add 
width at the center back, as 
shown, or in any other seam 
that extends to the hem; the 
pleat length is your choice. 


Simply trace off the pattern, _ 


mark the seamline (not the 
cutting line), and leave 
extra paper on the edge 
to be pleated. 


Knife pleat 


5/g-in. seam Cee 





1-in. seam 
allowance 














— 


Finished pleat | 





Outside foldline 









2-in. hem allowance 


Walking 


Inverted box pleat 


5/g-in. seam allowance 
mm » eg a 









4 

, Fora separate under 
' layer, cut the pattern 
ian the inside foldline, 
1 then add seam allow- 
ances to the cut ed g- 
' es of both sections. 

i 





1-in. seam 
allowance 






11 to 2 in. 


Place on fold, 
if possible, 


i] 
f 
; 
5 Notch top and 
=)! bottom of inside 
. foldline. 

1 

t 


Outside foldline 





Shape the top of 
the pleat 


the fabric is too soft or bouncy to hold the crease or stretches out 
of shape, save yourself inevitable sewing frustration by choosing a 
more appropriate fabric. Natural fabrics with strong warp threads 


are wonderful choices. 


Settle on pleat width and length 
The next considerations are the width and length of the pleat. I 
prefer pleats that add 3 to 4 inches of ease, meaning each folded sec- 
tion is 1% to 2 inches wide. Narrower pleats restrict leg movement 
and don’t provide enough design impact; wider pleats are often too 
heavy and awkward, and interfere with a skirt’s drape. 

The pleat’s length depends on the amount of desired leg move- 
ment. For ultimate walking comfort, the top of the pleat should 





If you are working with 
a heavy or thick fabric 
and wish to reduce bulk 
at the top of the pleat, 
square off the seam 
allowance. If you desire 
a bit more support at the 
top of the pleat (gener- 
ally needed with fine, 
lightweight fabrics), 
gently curve the seam 
allowance. 
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fall at about mid-thigh, but feel free to experiment with length by 
making a muslin, then adjusting as needed. There is really only 
one pleat-length rule: never place the top at or right below the der- 
riére—it’s neither flattering nor comfortable. 


Ensure that each pleat is dead-on straight 

Accurate measuring and marking during pattern drafting and con- 
struction are key to a perfectly formed pleat. I can’t stress enough how 
important it is to draft all sides of a pleat perpendicular to the skirt 
hem, then perfectly align those lines on the fabric’s straight grain. lf 
you don't, the pleat will never crease properly or hang straight. 


knife pleat makes walking easier in a long skirt 


Before you sew the pleat, transfer the outside foldline notch from your pattern to the bottom 





edge of both pieces (see top left drawing on p. 39). 


1. To support the pleat crease, center a 
2-inch-wide strip of lightweight interfacing 

on the outside foldline (as well as on the 
seamline above it if the pleat is very long) 

of both skirt pieces; fuse. Pin the pieces 
together along the skirt and pleat seamlines, 
placing pins at the inside and outside corners, 
1 inch below the top of the pleat. 


2. Sew the skirt seam, pivot at the pin 
below the top of the pleat, sew across the 
top of the pleat, pivot again, and sew along 
the edge of the pleat to the hem. 


3. Place the skirt right-side up on a flat 
surface; align the foldline marks at the 
bottom, and fold the pleat to one side. 
Press the pleat crease. 


Don’t forget the lining 

Finally, when it comes to lining a kick-pleat skirt, you have two op- 
tions. For skirts with one or two kick pleats, simply create a full lining 
the same way you created the skirt, pleats and all. For three or more 
kick pleats, create a partial lining that ends at the top of the pleats. 
This reduces bulk and ensures that the lining won't be visible when 
the pleats move. Remember, a pleat is really just a folded piece of 
fabric that does its job best when it is unfettered and hangs free. # 


Paddye Mann RCA (www.paddyemann.com) is a clothing designer in 
Pakenham, ON, Canada. 





4. Turn the skirt so 
the wrong side is 
facing up, keeping the 
bottom marks aligned. 
Clip to the inside 
corner. Then press the 
skirt seam allowance 
open, and press the 
pleat crease again. 

y - Serge the cut edge of 

| the pleats, then press 


out any puckers. 
a , yP 


5. Place a pin at the 
last stitch of the 
skirt seam and at the 
outside corner of the 
pleat, pinning through 


all the layers. 


eal 








(continued on the next page) 





6. Mark topstitching 





guidelines at the top of the 






pleat. Create a decorative 






shape, making sure the stitching 






lines come within % inch of the 






outside corner pin; use chalk 






and a ruler to mark. Starting at 





the seam, sew along the lines, 
then brush off the chalk. 







7. At the pleat seamiine, 
press the seam 
allowances to one side 
of the pleat, then press up 
the hem as shown. 


8. To flatten the 
seam allowances 
on heavy fabric, 
topstitch along 
the pleat seamline 


through all the layers. 
Cael 
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An inverted box pleat creates subtle swing 


Complete step 1 on p. 40, then sew the skirt seam, stopping 1 inch below the pleat's top edge. 









3. To prevent a ridge from forming 
on the right side of the garment, 
slip a piece of paper between the 
pleat under layers and the garment. 
Remove the pins and press the 
creases from the right side of the 
garment. Then flip the skirt so the 
wrong side is facing up and press 
the skirt seam allowance open. 
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2. Lift the garment and 
press the inside fold. 
Repeat on the other 
side of the pleat. 


4. Mark topstitching guidelines 
at the top of the pleat, as 
described in steps 5 and 6 on 

p. 41. Starting at the seam, sew 
along the lines, then brush off 
the chalk. 


5, Press up the hem allowance, 
then sew the hem. 


1. Place the skirt right-side up 





on a flat surface; align the pleat 
foldline marks at the bottom, and 
fold the fabric to make an inverted 
box pleat, which is really just two 
facing knife pleats. Pin along the 
pleat creases. 





For pizzazz, try an inverted box pleat with a 
separate under layer 


~ompiete step 1 on p. 40, then sew the Skirt seam Stopping 7 incn Delow the pleats top edge 
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Armnole, 


Use a muslin to adjust bust, back, 
and shoulder—and your armhole 
almost takes care of itself 


by Sarah Veblen 


|here’s more to fitting an armhole, also known as an arm- 
scye, than you may think—it requires fitting the bust dart, 
shoulders, and side seams. And the only way I know to 
successfully fit an armhole is to use a muslin. 

A muslin is a test garment in inexpensive fabric, ini- 
tially sewn without facings or edge finishes. You pin-fit 
the muslin right on the body. The object is to make the fabric 
skim the body with no signs of wrinkles or strain lines. Although 
becoming a fitting expert can take years of practice, ’'m going to 
give you a straightforward method of how to fit an armhole and 
develop a well-fitting bodice muslin that accurately reflects the 





shape of the body. 

Follow this order when fitting: bust, back, underarm, shoulder 
seam placement and slope, shoulder point to underarm, and side 
seams. Then adjust the pattern tissue using the fitted muslin as 
your guide. Such a completed pattern can be used as a reference 
to position darts and establish the armhole shape in future pat- 





Fit tne & 


Glossary 
of terms 


Use this glossary to help navigate 
your pattern and understand the 
fitting process and the terms used 
in this article. Key landmarks are 
identified on these pattern pieces. 
The dotted lines indicate possible 
fitting sites. 


Added seam 


Shoulder seam 


Same measurements, very different figures 

People with identical bust and over-bust measurements often fit into the 
same size and style pattern differently. The shape of your body depends on 
where you carry your flesh and dictates the shape of an armhole, A muslin 
is the testing ground-it’s the perfect place to sort out fit issues. 


Odice 


Shoulder slope - 
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Don't try to fit a 
too-small pattern. 
A strain between 
bust points means 
you need a larger 
pattern. 















Use horizontal 
balance line (HBL) 
to help you 
keep your 
pattern level. 





If your side 
seams 
strain, open 
them over 
the problem 
area. 


terns. You'll end up with a perfect pattern for a closely-fitting 
bodice with or without set-in fitted sleeves. Just because fitting 
can be complicated, don’t let it scare you away. 


You’ll need a person, a pattern, and some woven fabric 
Select a fitted blouse pattern intended for woven fabrics that in- 
cludes bust darts in the side seam or armscye. Make sure the fin- 
ished bust measurement printed on the pattern is between 1//2 and 
2/2 inches greater than your actual full bust measurement to allow 
enough wearing ease (wearing ease is the difference between your 
body’s measurements and the finished garment’s measurements, 
which is necessary so you can move in the garment). Use a stable 
woven fabric without spandex, and follow the pattern to make your 
sleeveless, collarless muslin. Sew your seams using a long machine 
stitch, and use a thread color that contrasts with the muslin fabric 
so that you can easily see to clip and release seams during fitting. 

You'll need an assistant for the fitting process. Consider hiring a 
dressmaker to help you. Plan on making several muslins to get the 
right fit; the results are well worth the effort. 


A muslin tells you more than your 
measurements alone do 
The first muslin serves as the rough draft for blocking out the ma- 
jor fitting changes. lalways make at least one additional muslin 
to check my first fitting results. If you’re a beginner, it’s better 
to make more muslins with fewer changes to each than to try 
too many changes at once. 
Don’t try fitting a muslin that’s a size too small because the 
tightness distorts the overall fit. For example, if you get a strain 
line between the bust points (top left drawing), start over using 
a larger size pattern. 

It’s important to make sure the bodice stays level around the 
body and doesn’t dip in the front or back during the fitting. | draw 
a horizontal balance line (HBL), on the face of the muslin so I have 
a point of reference that I can easily see while fitting (middle left 
drawing). | often use the lengthen/shorten line (between the waist 
and underarm rather than at the hem) as my HBL. While fitting, 
periodically check the level on the front and back HBL. If the back 
HBL dips, pin a wedge out of the upper back to level the line. 


Stand back and read the muslin to assess the fit 
To get started, study the general fit of the muslin and make any obvi- 
ous adjustments. If the side seam strains over the hip, open both side 
seams from the hem upwards until the muslin falls nicely (bottom 
left drawing). If the shoulder seam is too loose, pin out the excess 
fabric. The muslin should fit without strain but not loose and baggy. 
Remember, to get a pattern that reflects the shape of the body, you'll 
want to develop a fitting muslin that fits like a second skin—snug but 
not tight. Add design and additional wearing ease later. 

Most often fit only one side of the muslin after making the HBL 
level. If the person is particularly asymmetrical, over-fitting can 


actually accentuate an uneven body. In general, if one side of the 
bust is larger, fit the larger side; if one shoulder is higher, fit the 
higher side, and adjust the low shoulder with a pad. 


Assess how the muslin fits at the bust 

Darts contour the fabric to accommodate the swell of the bust 
while keeping the garmentlooking trim. Anyone with a full A-cup 
or larger benefits from properly placed bust darts, which make the 
center front of the garment fall straight to the waist and not swing 
away from the body. This results in a more flattering silhouette. The 
correct bust dart also keeps the armhole from gaping. 

Some women carry bust tissue under their arms, other women 
carry it in front. Experiment with positioning the angle of the dart 
until it's most flattering. The dart placement alone can visually 
slenderize the figure. 

I prefer to use side darts in a base pattern such as this, but pinch- 
ing out a dart in the armscye to eliminate the gape and then moving 
the dart to a better location later is a good approach (see “Fitting” in 
Threads No. 116). Read the muslin and use your 
fingers to ease up any dragline—in this case, a 
diagonal fold of fabric occurs between the bust 
apex and the side seam—into the side bust dart. 

Set the point of a dart closer to the apex for a 
smaller bust, farther away for a full bust. Don’t 
be surprised if your dart seems larger than usual 
as long as youre getting a smooth fit. A very large 
dart may be needed to fit a very full bust. If this 
causes an unattractive bubble at the dart-point, 
two parallel darts will solve the problem. Pin in 
the required dart(s) that best fit the bust. 

Increasing the size of a side-seam dart low- 
ers the front armhole. Fill the vacancy with a 
small piece of fabric to bring it up to the original 
height and redraw the armhole seamline (top 
right drawing on p. 48). 

Stand back and evaluate whether the dart-point hits in a pleas- 
ing place on the bust. If the dart’s too low, it looks matronly, and 
if the dart’s too high, it can look unflattering as well. The way you 
drape the dart influences how it flatters the body. Decide whether 
a slanting or straight dart fits you best. 


Dart corrections on the back shouldn’t end 

in the armhole 

Nowthat you've adjusted the bodice front, check the back for excess 
fabric or undue strain at any point and assess the fit in the same 
way you did on the front. If the back armhole gapes, release the side 
seam and push the side back toward the front to diminish the gape 
and redraw the side seam. If there is considerable roundness in the 
back, adding darts at the shoulder seams or even adding a center- 
back seam for extra curvature is a good solution. If an armscye dart 
is needed to fit a muscular back, incorporate the dart amount in a 





The way you drape a bust dart influences how it flatters the body. 


Use the dart as a design element that directs the eye to your advantage. 


If the back 
armhole gapes, 
reposition the 
side seam. 
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Add princess seams | 
and a center back 
seam to accommodate 
extra back curvature 


\ 





princess line as shown at left above (back armscye darts are not 
traditionally used). The object is always to reduce any excess fabric 
in the circumference of the armscye. 


Most patterns are cut too low under the arm 

Now that you've draped darts to match your curves and removed 
excess fabric from the back of your muslin, the shape of your arm- 
hole has probably changed. Deciding where 
the armhole hits under the arm is partially 
personal preference. Remember that an arm- 
hole cut high up under the arm is generally 
more comfortable because it allows a greater 
range of movement in a garment with sleeves; 
this is often counter-intuitive to a beginning 
fitter. A sleeveless garment is only ¥2 inch 
higher under the arm than a fitted garment 
with a sleeve. 

If the armhole is cut too low under the 
arm, add a piece of fabric and draw in a new 
depth; or make a note to raise the underarm 
a specified amount on your pattern tissue. If you hold a ruler under 
your arm as high as is comfortably possible, the underarm seamline 
should fall barely below where the ruler is touching the flesh. 


Check the shoulder point and side seam 

Changing your shoulder seam is a judgment call. The seam should 
lie along the top of the shoulder at a place that balances the body 
front to back and follows the natural slope of the shoulder. The 
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Next Issue: 
The author shows 
how to fit the right 

sleeve in the 
right armhole. 


Raise the depth 
of the armhole. 


{\ 


i) 
shoulder point falls on the shoulder seam at the exact place the 
arm and shoulder come together—at the dent that forms when you 
lift your arm. 

On the muslin, draw a line that falls from the shoulder point to 
the “crook” of the arm (where the arm attaches to the body) and 
then runs under the arm at the “break of the arm” (where the curve 
begins to go under the arm). Draw the curvature of the armhole on 
the muslin to follow the body curvature from 
the shoulder around the arm on both the front 
and the back (middle drawing on p. 49). 

Check that the side seam hangs straight. Make 
adjustments by releasing and repinning the seam 
so that it’s perpendicular to the floor. Assess if it 
divides the side of the body attractively. 


Transfer the muslin alterations 

to the pattern 

Mark the seam and dart lines directly on the 
muslin, and follow any instructions noted on 
the muslin during the fitting. Use a permanent 
marker and always mark and concentrate on the actual seamlines. 
Toreduce confusion, ignore seam allowances until later. The muslin 
is now a road map of the changes needed on the pattern. 


Make a working record of all your adjustments 

Go back to your original pattern and transfer the muslin correc- 
tions to the tissue. I don’t use the muslin as a pattern because 
fabric molds to the wearer’s body and stretches with cuts across 


grainlines. Plus, it’s easier and more reliable to walk and 
true seamlines in paper because paper doesn’t stretch 
or distort. 

Once the changes are made to your pattern, it may look 
substantially different from the original—especially in the 
front armhole. On a large bust, the armhole might now 
have an “L’ shape. We’re accustomed to seeing a long 
gradual curve on commercial patterns, but that isn’t the 
shape many of us need. 


Center the shoulder 
seam and correct 


the slope. 


Concentrating on the stitching lines, add new tissue 
to your pattern where it’s needed. Pin in the new darts 
and walk the corresponding seams as described below 
in “How to walk and true a seam.” 

After the seamlines have been corrected and trued, 
draw and cut the new seam allowance while the 
darts are folded so the correct dart legs automati- 
cally form. 

Now make your second muslin. This time 
staystitch the armhole seams. The armhole is 
much higher now and you'll probably need to clip 
the curves to the staystitching for a comfortable fit- 
ting (bottom right drawing). The new armhole curve 
should not be tight but should just skim the body. 

The second muslin will most likely require few dra- , | eee 
matic changes. Follow the same steps as before, this time From the shoulder 
fine-tuning the fit and the position of the seamlines. point follow the 






















body curvature 
Sarah Veblen teaches, designs, and sews from her studio in Sparks, Md. and draw anew 


armhole. 





How to walk and true a seam 


in the course of adding darts and making other fitting adjustments 
you have also made multiple changes to the seams. Now you have to 
determine that both sides of a seam are the same length—to do this we 
walk and true the seam. 

To walk the seams on your paper pattern, first pin in the darts and 
then compare the stitch lines of adjacent seams (side front to side 
back, or shoulder front to shoulder back) in 1-inch increments from 
one end of the seam to the other. If the seams aren't the same length, 
use the HBL, notches, and key landmarks to determine where length 
should be added or subtracted. It is essential to compare actual 
seamlines excluding the seam allowance; the seamlines must match in 
length to enable precise construction. 

After walking the seam, true it by using a fashion rule or French 
curve to blend any jagged seamlines (that formed during the alteration 
process) by drawing a new smooth line to bridge the gap. If you’re 
unsure what the ideal blending line is, it’s safe to split the difference 
between two lines—and remember, you’re making another muslin and 
have another opportunity to fine-tune the fit and seamlines again. 


february/march 2005 49 


Sewin 





Wit 





The construction process for any garment 


boils down to three basic steps 


by Jan Bones 


nthe course of your sewing career, you'll 

inevitably need to work without step-by- 

step instructions (see “Why go it alone?” 

on the facing page for examples). Lack 

of specific sewing instructions isn’t a 

cause for panic however—there are gen- 
eral assembly guidelines that apply to any 
garment, simple or complicated. All you 
need to do is focus on one garment piece, 
or section, at a time. 


Sewing in sections is very logical 
Although purchased patterns provide sew- 
ing instructions, the logical sequence of 
assembly is often compromised in an effort 
to streamline the steps. For example, even 
if topstitching isn’t a last step, it might be 
listed at the end to save space. Sewing sec- 
tion by section, in comparison, is always 
logical and easy to follow. It also ensures 
minimal handling of the fabric, increases 
sewing accuracy because most of the de- 
tail work is completed on flat fabric pieces, 
and helps with time management because 
you can check off your progress in small 
increments. 
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You'll still need a plan 

Just because you're working without step-by- 
step directions doesn’t mean you shouldn't 
have a plan of attack. Refer to reference 
books, videos, etc., and jot down relevant 
instructions or tips. 

Next, spend time creating a map similar to 
the sketched sequences on pp. 52-54, and if 
you like, test the sequences in muslin. Col- 
lect all necessary supplies and notions, pre- 
wash your fabric, cut out your pieces, then 
identify the right side on each. A small safety 
pin works well. Mark matching points, inter- 
face as needed, and youre ready to sew. 


Finally, focus on finishing touches 

Once all the sections are joined and the 
garment has taken shape, just add the last 
lines of topstitching and hand-stitching as 
needed, hem the garment, and add closures. 
Then step back, admire your work, and en- 
joy the creative freedom working without 
instructions allows. 4 


Jan Bones teaches patternmaking and garment 
design at the University of Manitoba in Canada. 












out 


Build your 
garment section 
by section 


This is as straightforward as it 
sounds—simply assemble each 
garment section (i.e. front, back, 
sleeve) before moving on to the next: 


Get the small pieces 
ready 


Prepare or construct small 

garment pieces or details (pockets, 
WE TE-3aey- lave fom Led [ale Me-y-\oat(o) a}-Mmoxe) |f-1 am 
and cuffs), then set them aside. 


Complete each section 
in its entirety 


N=) 4 Mod alo loy-1-- I-1-1e1 (0) a m-10 (el = I-Mr-Ioy-lal 
front. Start on the inside, move out 

to the edges, then layer small pieces 
or details on top. For example, sew 
interior darts, staystitch, then attach a 
patch pocket. 


Join all the sections 
Coke (-2aal-1 


When all sections are completed, 
simply sew them together. On pp. 52- 
54, I’ve provided a basic sequence for 
a skirt, blouse, and pants. 
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Why go it alone? 


There are many reasons why you might need to construct a 
garment without step-by-step directions. For example, you might... 


¢e choose a pattern that has limited or confusing instructions, 
or doesn’t include any at all. 


¢ favor a different sewing technique than the one outlined. 


¢ make a design or style change, such as adding a yoke or 
eliminating a waistband. 


e use different sewing equipment-i.e. a serger instead of a 
sewing machine, or vice versa. 


¢ desire a bit of embellishment that isn’t included in the pattern 
instruction, such as embroidery, quilting, ruffles, etc. 





¢ select a fabric that requires a different seam finish or 
stabilizing technique. ) 


¢ draft your own pattern. "| 





ati 





(continued on the next page) 
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7 Get the small pieces ready 


Interface. Interface. Interface. 


PS ae tt g 4 
(ere) t (ena ait t leet fi FACING Press the edge up, 


Back Front Back and topstitch. 








Complete each main section in its entirety 


- Raa Sew the dart. 


Center 
back 





Side front 
2 


AL 


Center front 











Topstitch, 








FACING 
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Photo on pp, 50-81: Sloan Howard; drawings: Carol Ruzrcka 













Get the small 


pieces ready 





Press the 


Cuff Cuff facing edge up. 





Under collar Press the Topstitch, 


edge up. 


“im 


a Staystitch. Interface. 
Complete each 
section in its 
entirety 


Topstitch. 









Topstitch. 





Sew underarm seam. 





Sleeve 


3 Join all the sections together 


Make the buttonholes, 
and attach the buttons. 
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Sewing without instructions...continued. 


pants 


. Get the small pieces ready 













{oe Staystitch. 


Z 





Py a 
Staystitch. / i> 


Pocket facing Pocket bag 





Interface. Press the edge up, and sew the ends. 





ail Complete each section In its entirety | Staystitch, 


Top sans Sew the dart. 


re 





hy 





Pocket facing Pocket bag 


Topstitch. 





Stitch. 


Zipper Fly shield 
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Overed Buttons, 
Mila to VVIild 


Make them from a variety of unusual materials, 


or order them in your choice of fabric 


by Judith Neukam 


eve all seen the wrong buttons 
ruin an otherwise beautiful 
garment, and on rarer occa- 
sions, we've seen perfectly cho- 
sen buttons rally a costume’s 
design into a wonderfully ex- 
ecuted ensemble. This is particularly true of 
vintage clothing. I’ve always admired the way 
the covered buttons punctuate garments from 
past eras. Because complex covered buttons 
are no longer readily available to the home 
sewer, they are true treasures from the past. 
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Today’s notion counters only offer a small 
selection of covered button sizes, but rarely 
in shapes other than round. My fascina- 
tion with covered buttons got the best of 
me, so I ventured forth to find sources 
for new, vintage-style ones. I recruited 
the talents of designers and Threads au- 
thors Lois Ericson and Anna Mazur to 
show ways to reinvent this closure to sat- 
isfy the leanings of more modern fashion 
trends: retro, pop, punk, flower-power, 
Asian, and deconstructionist. 





The handmade buttons arrayed here are 
for your inspiration. We describe the three 
simple elements you need to know—fabric, 
form, and back—to get you started making 
your own covered buttons. And if you de- 
cide you don’t want to make your own, we 
found someone who'll make them for you 
using your choice of fabric. i + 

in a 
Judith Neukam is an dssocidte @age it, : 
editor 
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The basic components of any covered button 
are the same. You'll need fabric, a form to support 
the fabric, and a back that finishes the button and 


provides a shank to attach the button to the garment. 





Covered button 


Fabric sets the mood 


Traditionally a covered button matches the garment fabric, but coordinating trim, braid, ribbon, 
soutache, silk flowers, leather, metallic fabric, or harmonious combinations of any of these 
make handsome buttons. Use coordinating fabrics and make them two-tone, or feature a 
motif woven or printed in the fabric by intentionally positioning the motif on your button form. 


When heavy or napped fabrics resist fitting into a purchased covered button form try one 
of the alternative methods shown in this article. If your fabric is too lightweight or sheer to 
cover a button, support it with a fusible interfacing or underline it. (Learn to make knotted 
fabric buttons at www.threadsmagazine.com.) 





THREADS 


Photos: Sloan Howard 


Find the form 





Home sewers traditionally make standard, round 
covered buttons by wrapping a disk of fabric 
snugly over a commercial button form (such as 
the ones above), tucking the fabric edges into 

the form, which often has little metal teeth, and 
attaching the snap-on back to anchor the fabric 
and supply the shank. 


For those who feel limited by the covered button 
shapes available at notion counters, there are 
inventive ways to create a form and support 

your fabric. 


You can see by these examples that there’s no 
reason to limit your materials or methods to 
preconceived choices. You are the designer—the 
fabric can stay soft over the form, the form can show 
or not, the fabric can adhere by clamping, twisting, 
stitching, gluing, tying, or any method that produces 
a look you like. You just upholster the form of your 
choice using whatever technique that works. Once 
you start looking, the world is just one big button 
form waiting to happen. 


The small button is a simple curtain ring 
wrapped, stuffed, and backed; the larger one 






See 


uses a bigger ring for support and a 
ribbon as a shank. 





Incorporate hand 


bead and mountin 
on a button. 


Ribbon trim and several 


placed beads turn a Bakelite 


button into the perfect 
accent for the 
right garment. 


Polymer clay, available at 


craft stores, holds any shape 


after 30 minutes in a 
2/5-degree oven. 


fabric by wrapping 


it around a large, flat 
g it 






-dyed 












A lined fabric square hides the 
washer supporting it~a similarly 


fabric cover. 


well- 








A spiral paper 
clip supports a 
silk tube. 





Almost any appropriately sized plastic 
shape works as a button form—here it’s 
a flat, oval shape from a craft store. 
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shaped bone disk frames its 


a 








santo “ j 
Backs and buttonholes make it a closure 


it is easy to add a shank by sewing a purchased backs that cover unsightly metal or fabric shanks. 
fitting like those shown above (and available at When you custom-order covered buttons (see below) 
craft or beading stores) to the back of the button, or you can specify a back lining. Your own creations can 
by building one into the original form. Lois Ericson also have beautifully concealed backs. 


often sews a large snap to her garments where each 
button goes and then uses E6000 glue to attach its 


Two tips for buttonholes: A cord loop offers an 
mate to the back of the button. This enables her to 

easy and safe way to secure an elaborate button 
remove the buttons when she cleans the garment >a 

without forcing it through a buttonhole. When you 

and allows her to change her choice of button 

use oversized buttons on a jacket that will never be 
styles as well. 

buttoned, sew the buttonholes as usual, but to keep 


True vintage buttons, such as the claret-colored them looking good, don’t cut them open. 
and the orange ones above, often have elegant lined 


Custom-order 
i Lelalemelipacey is 


We found a treasure while out 
scouting vintage buttons: Pat 
Mahoney. She has spent several 
fester: [e[-r-m al eh lute mel om (al-M-relF li eluat tal 
from old button makers as they go 
out of business. Pat is in her 70s 
but still makes buttons such as 
those shown here from vintage dies, 
using your choice of fabric. The 
styles you see come in a range of 
sizes. You won't find Pat online, so 
call or write: Pat's Custom Buttons 
and Belts, 537 York St., PO Box 
335, Lodi, CA 95241; 209-369-5410. 


Prices start at $1.50 per button. 








2 Terific : 
Finishing lips 
from the Pros 


The Professional Association of 
Custom Clothiers shares strategies 
for finishing your garment edges 








1. To keep a skirt with godets falling beautifully, add weight to the hem 2. For a long, uninterrupted 

with a ball chain—the kind used as a pull cord on light fixtures. It’s lighter and line of hand stitches, such as hand 
more fluid than drapery weights, and is available at hardware stores. Sew bias topstitching or blanket stitching, cut a thread 
binding inside the hem and thread the ball chain through it. twice the usual length, and start it in the 


center of the stitching line. Then, work one 
thread end right to left, and the other end 
left to right. 


3. Hand-stitched hems with 
dimples that show on the right 
side of the satin can ruin a dress. 
For an absolutely invisible 
satin hem, underline the 
garment with silk organza and 
then hand-sew the hem through 


the underlining only. 
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4, For an easy and accurate way to mark a pants hem, measure 12 inches up from 


the floor and make a horizontal mark on the crease line at the calf of each leg. Then pin up 











the hem on one leg only. 


Have the wearer remove the pants. Lay them out, folded along the center creases, 
one leg on top of the other, and align the calf marks. Use the pinned hem 
as a guide to mark the other leg. When the pants are worn, the bottom Ma 

edges will be aligned even if the wearer’s legs are a 


different lengths. 





5. Hand-basted mitered 6. Keep a stash of bias strips 
bindingS are definitely worth the time. handy. Cut 1- to 114-inch-wide pieces 
Make the miter in the binding first and baste of leftover silk chiffon, china silk, and silk 

the binding in position. Then machine-stitch, charmeuse, and store them in a plastic 
starting at the miter, along one edge; return to box. When you want to bind a hem or seam 
the miter to stitch the other edge. allowance, just select a strip in a coordinating 


color and sew it on. 


7. Horsehair braid keeps your hem 
from looking limp. Here's what to do: 

Lay the horsehair braid on the right side of the skirt, 
aligning the raw edge of the skirt with the edge of the 
horsehair that doesn’t have the pull string. With the 
horsehair on top, sew '% inch from the skirt edge. 


Turn the horsehair to the wrong side of the skirt, 

| folding the fabric so it wraps the edge of the 
horsehair. Topstitch from the right side, % inch from 
the turned edge. Draw up the pull string as needed so 


the horsehair hugs the inside of the skirt. 
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8. Binding a pointed lapel 
takes a bit of fussing, but if you shape 
the binding first it will be easier to sew. 
Cut a thin cardboard template the shape 
of your lapel (without seam allowances) 
and steam-press the binding over it to 


set the shape. 


9. Make the hems on knit 
garments deep or they'll roll to the right 
side. Make the bottom hem at least 1% inches 


deep and sleeve hems 1 inch deep. 


10. If you have a garment that creeps up 
while you're wearing it, add Weight to 
the hem with pennies or dimes 
stitched into little pockets of fabric you have 


sewn just for this purpose. 


12. Use strips of tissue paper as a 
stabilizer when sewing trim or lace to a bridal 
veil or net overskirt—you'll have no problem with 
distortion or ripples. Put a strip of tissue in your 
machine, position the netting, and then place the 
trim on top. Topstitch together, sliding another strip 
of tissue into position when you reach the end of 
the first. Tear off the tissue when you’re through. If 
your net and trim are white, use colored tissue so 


you can see what you’re doing. 
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11. For a fast and attractive edge finish 
on satin, make a very flat, very tiny, 
turned-and-topstitched hem—carefully sewn 


and not stretched. 





= 


PACC members who contributed to this article: Ruth Ciemnoczolowski, Barbara Callahan, Tina Cecil, Donna Lentz-Lickliter, Leslie Littell, Mary 


McNulty, Pamela Ptak, Colleen Schoneveld, Pamela Stewart, Sue Tenney, Terri Tipps, Gina VanderWal, Virginia Wentworth, Sharon Zydiak. 
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10 DESIGNED BY 





Learn to draft modular garments that are elegant, efficient, and easy to sew 


by Kayla Kennington 


never really learned how to sew the traditional way, but I’ve al- 

ways known that I wanted my garments to be artistic, interesting, 

flattering, and finely made—inside and out. Because my sewing 

education was unconventional, to say the least, I had to invent 

ways to meet these goals. As a designer of one-of-a-kind wearable 

art for the past 25 years, and today of garment patterns for the 
home sewer, ve developed an approach I call “modular design.” 
It combines streamlined clothing styles with novel assembly tech- 
niques. The results are garments that can range from casual, dress- 
down tops and pants—the kind I like to wear every day—to showpiec- 
es that I display at art-to-wear fashion events (see this issue’s back 
cover for an example). Each piece, no matter how casual or dressy, 
is fun to sew, beautifully finished, and comfortable to wear. 


Modular design: a definition 
The phrase “modular design” is one! coined to describe how I con- 
ceive and create a garment: as a whole made up of several separate 
parts, many of which are interchangeable from design to design. 
Each section is finished individually, and the parts joined (usually 
with an interesting alternative to a conventional seam) to complete 
the garment. After sewing thousands of modular ensembles, I can 
vouch for the fact that this process not only follows a straightfor- 
ward logic, but also opens me up to a world of creativity. 

My designs are generally drafted from rectangles and trapezoidal 
shapes; there are few curves, except at necklines. The garments 
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derive their shaping from the drape of the fabric, as well as from 
devices such as ties and other closures. Their fit is intentionally 
easy and slightly oversized, but if you choose your fabric well, a 
petite figure won’t be overwhelmed by these clothes, and a full 
figure won't be padded with unnecessary bulk. 


Ultra-efficient layouts 

Like most sewers, I love and am inspired by beautiful fabric. For 
modular designs, I know that softly draping fabrics are most 
flattering (although you can get pleasingly structured effects us- 
ing materials with a firmer hand), so for years I sewed only with 
hand-dyed silks, sand-washed rayons, and velvets—fabrics that 
often intimidate sewers because they can be costly. 

With modular sewing, cost is much less of an obstacle. The 
patterns’ geometric shapes—with very few curved cuts—make for 
an extremely efficient layout, with very little fabric waste. It’s also 
ideal for piecing together several delicious, coordinating fabrics, 
for spotlighting one or two smaller textile remnants, or for playing 
with contrasting colors or textures. 

In general, follow common sense when selecting fabric. Start by 
confirming that all materials share the same care requirements, 
and preshrink as needed. You can add extra body to a very soft 
fabric with a layer of fusible tricot. If yowre combining heavier or 
stiffer fabrics with drapey ones, reserve the drapey fabric for the 
side panels of the garment, and place the more structured pieces 





Take advantage of 
every square inch of 
luscious fabric, like 
these Vietnamese silks, 
by designing a modular 


garment. The rectangular 


panel pieces leave no scraps 
behind, so your fabric dollar 
goes much further. (Kayla Ink, 
pattern #1226, Angel Top) 





Do-it-yourself modular design 





Designing a modular garment is quite different from drafting a 
conventional pattern, so don’t worry if you have no background in 
patternmaking. What you'll need is a tape measure, a full-length 
mirror, sketching materials to make the initial design sketch, and a 
ruler and pattern paper for the finished pattern. 


First, sketch 


To design your own modular garment, start 

by sketching out the garment type you plan to 
make in proportions you like (find a croquis to 
help you sketch at www.threadsmagazine.com). 
A basic T-shaped garment, such as a kimono- 
style jacket or simple tunic, is an easy first 
project. Include any piecing seams or style 
lines in your sketch. 


Next, measure 












In front of a mirror, begin measuring as if you 
were wearing the sketched garment: for example, 
measure from your shoulder to the desired 
finished length of the garment, and mark this on 
your sketch. Decide where you want the neckline 
to fall on the shoulder, and where the sleeve 

hem should land, and take this measurement. 
Continue this way until you’ve determined the 
dimensions of each section of the garment, 
marking the measurements on your sketch. 
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at the center of the body. Avoid suspending panels of 
heavy fabric from lightweight materials. 


Re CT Se Os OE ee Roll-hem or line the pieces 


Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup: Syha Pichler, drawinga: Robin Marrola 


For most garments, I finish all sides of each garment 

section (except the hem), using a three-thread serged 

rolled hem (this is great for dealing with velvet), or by 

Last, ( law the patte Mm lining each piece separately. I then join the finished sec- 
a ies aM tions by butting the edges together and fastening them 
with bar tacks, decorative stitching, or beads. This way, 





You cannow easily translate your working design sketch into a pattern. In 
this case, each garment panel is a rectangle, the finished dimensions of 


which are indicated on the sketch. Simply draw the rectangles, add seam there are no seam allowances to slide out of alignment 
allowances as needed, and you've got a pattern. If you wish, you can draw while I’m sewing, to fuss with during pressing, or to 
your pattern on gridded pattern-tracing material (similar to nonwoven contribute to a rippled seam. 

interfacing), which you can sew together as a muslin for fitting purposes. Along with seam allowances, I eliminate other con- 


ventional elements of sewn garments, including facings 
and interfacings, darts, fasteners like zippers, and even 
buttonholes. Modular design and construction make 
all of these features unnecessary, so you can spend 
your sewing time focusing on making your garment 


Top 


individual and creative instead. 


Fine-tune the fit before and during construction 
Although my garments are designed with a fair amount 
of ease, I realize that good fit depends on the wearer's 
preferences, as well as on the characteristics of the 
fabric. Adjusting the fit of a modular garment is simple 
to do, either before you cut it out or even while youre 





Sleeve 


constructing it. 

Since most garment panels are basic polygons, it’s 
easy to fold width and length out of the pattern to 
match your preferred garment proportions; you can 





Side front CF and Side front even customize the shoulder slope by slanting those 
angihaexs 4k an Gack edges up or down to reflect your own shape. 
Alternatively, you can try the garment on in stages 
Skirt as you assemble it, and trim away fabric as needed. 
7 If you're using a serged rolled hem to finish the sec- 
tions, making adjustments on the fly will be especially 
straightforward. You can even add, subtract, or modify 


sleeves at the last minute. If sewing unique clothing is 








your passion, I encourage you to add a modular gar- 
ment or two to your project list. You'll have fun sewing 
in a new way, and dressing in your new clothes. + 
Kayla Kennington, of West Linn, Ore., is an award-winning 
art-to-wear designer who also designs a line of patterns for 
modular clothes; see them at www.kaylakennington.com. 


(continued on the next page) 


Underlap- 
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Depending on how you 
choose to treat the edges 
of the panels, you'll either 
line all the panels individu- 
ally and then construct the 
garment, or you'll hem the 
edges during the assembly 
process. Before you start 
sewing your modular gar- 
ment, plan a logical order 
of construction. The dia- 
grams below and on p. 67 
lead you through the sew- 
ing sequence using each 
of the two processes. 


Tip: 

For either method mark all 
garment pieces as you cut 
them out. To keep track of 
them as you sew, pin them 
to a dress form or lay them 
flat in their finished con- 
figuration. 





Sleeve 


ee 
ST 
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Make every effort while cutting and sewing the lined panels to main- 
tain the exact measurements of each, so that all adjoining edges 
are the same length. 


Cut the garment panels out of fashion and lining fabric. With 
right sides together, sew each panel to its corresponding lin- 
ing, leaving an opening through which to turn them. Trim, clip, 
and press seam allowances as needed, and turn the panels 
right-side out. Press the edges, rolling the seamline slightly 
to the lining side. Sew the openings closed by hand. 


Join horizontal seams first, 
verticals second 





—— 
a 


Step 3: Attach the sleeves flat; sew the 
we Fs center neck seam and attach 


— the lapel. 


Step 4: Sew the side and underarm 
seams in one pass. 








—— —— 


VVVVVVVVYVVVVV\ 


v4 


¥ 
Aer 


MAMA 





VV 





a 


NVI 





= 









Or, hem as you go 


Finish the panels with a rolled hem. | always use a serged rolled hem, as shown at 
right, but you can use a straight-stitched one tf you prefer. Any small discrepancies 
in the size of adjoining panels can be corrected by trimming and hemming as you go. 
The built-in ease of the designs means that the garment will still fit even if you lose a 
fraction of an inch here or there during construction. 


Kayla Ink, pattern #425, 
= iS Cross Over Top 
SAIS 





Join 
- = 
VAMAAA 
< DS i /" ae 
Sleeve < Sleeve 
BB horizontal edges [vertical edges sleeve and lapel edges [J garment hems 


Hem each edge right before seaming it to another panel 


Step 1: First finish all the horizontal edges, except the sleeve and body hems, 
then join the horizontal seams. 


| Step 2: Finish all the vertical edges in the interior of the garment (if your joined 
panels were not quite the same width, trim off any excess fabric at the 
horizontal seam ends as you do this). Join the vertical seams. 


Step 3: Finish all the edges of the sleeve panels and the side seams; sew the 
center neck seam and finish the raw edges of the lapel. Attach the 
sleeves to the garment, then attach the lapel. 


Step 4: Sew the side and underarm seams in one pass. 


Step 5: Hem the garment with a rolled hem, trimming off excess fabric where 
the vertical panels are uneven. 
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* , iy Visit our Web Site! 

ust +) if | Ole ro] h a www.alphaimpressions.com 


Tel (600) 834-822) « (323) 234-8271 


1-888-838-6030 Fax (323) 234-8215 « E- mail: $ sales @alphaimpressions com 
41615. Main St.. Los Angeles, CA 90037-2235 
La : 


For example: 
Singer Combination Sewing 
and Embroidery Machine | 
|5x7 Sewing Area Only $599 
| call 1-800-522-8938 


american-sewing.com 


READER SERVICE NO.34. 


We Accept MASTERCARD, VISA & AMEX 








Sewing * Quilting 
Crafts 


THREADS e NOTIONS e DOLL SUPPLIES 
BABY PATTERNS e LABELS e FABRICS & MORE! 


‘Coffee with Sandra Betzina' 


Have coffee with Sandra Betzina each week for a year as you read 
her weekly sewing column,e-mailed with art right to you for $29.95. 


www.SandraBetzina.com or 415-386-0440 






___Betzina 2005 Seminars Free Catalog 
3/3- 6 Seine & Stitchery Wwww.sewexpo.com Puyallup, WA 253-445-4632 www.newarkdress.com 






3/12-13 Baer Fabrics www.baerfabrics.com Louisville, KY 800-769-7778 
3/18-19 Sewing & Craft Show www.sewingandcraftsshow.com Vancouver, BC 250-758-7396 
4/5-9 Embroidery Extravaganza www.jennys-sewing-studio.com Ocean City, MD 800-707-6007 
5/21 ASG, Atlanta Chapter www.asgatlanta.org Atlanta, GA 770-487-5889 


Sandra Betzina's San Francisco Sewing Experience 
For info, see http://www.sandrabetzinaonline. SOME E TES: php or give us a Call! 


1-800-736-6783 


Newark Dressmaker Supply 


Dept 735 + PO Box 20730 
Lehigh Valley, PA 18002-0730 


READER SERVICE NO. 180 - READER SERVICE NO. 125 


CRISWELL {MDROIDERE G DESIGN 


P © Box 688 
Benton, AR 
72015 
866-315-0030 













“WE IMPORT DIRECT” 
INCREDIBLE COLOR SELECTION 


See at our dealers or http://www.k-lace.com 


MUSICAL CHARMS 




















Jacquard Crepe 36" $15.95 yd. | Crepe de Chine 45" $13.95 yd. 
YaKiang Tussah 54° Heavy $19.95 yd. Crepe de Chine Prints 45" $16.95 yd. K-Lace® Sampler 
Pearl Crepe Jacquard 45" $15.95 yd. Satin Stripes 45" $18.95 yd. 
Silk Georgette Chiffon 44°/45" $ 9.95 yd. Metallic Stripe Chiffon 45" $19.95 yd. 
China Silk 45° . Charmeuse 19%mm 45" $17.95 yd. 
Silk Noil 35°/36" ; Jacquard Charmeuse 45" $18.95 yd. 
Spun 35"/36" $10.95 yd. Silk/Rayon Velvet 45° $19.95 yd. | 
Taffeta .. 48" $19.95 yd/36" $16.95 yd. Silk Knit Jersey, Tubular $1 9.95 yd. | Don't miss an issuc of THREADS. Just fill out and 
$13.95 yd. 100% Wool Crepe 58" $19.95 yd. | return this form at least six weeks before you 
100% Wool Gabardine 58 $22.95 yd. move. Or call 1-800-477-8727. 
Dupionni 48"(Hand Woven/Dyed) .. .$18.95 yd. Old Address: | 
Silk Peau de Soie . . .30" $15.95 yd./45"$22.95 yd. Silk Crepe, 4Ply, 45° $29.95 yd. Name 
SILK CHARMEUSE PAJAMAS $89.95 AND MUCH MORE | age 
SAMPLE DEPOSIT $1 PER TYPE | | Gity—___H_H_H_HH__ State Zip 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice New Address: 
8377 BEVERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 WWW.ORIENTALSILK.COM vaiae , 
(323) 651-2323 | i eareaerr erage ere erase 
The Taunton Press, 63 S. Main St., RO. Box 5506 
VISITORS WELCOME | | | Newtown, CT 06470-5506 


READER SERVICE NO. 66 
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Your Total Sewing Solution 





_ ee Fee ae 
The Innov-is 4000D"™ : eet ae 


Everything you've ever wanted in a sewing machine. 


Simply the most innovative sewing and embroidery machine ever; the Innov-is 4000D™ 
is the perfect combination of high tech and high style. The machine is a dream for 
embroidery with technological innovations such as automatic thread trimming and an 
automatic needle-threading system. Dual built-in USB ports* give you access to almost 
any design you can imagine. Dream-come-true sewing features include an adjustable- 
height presser foot, seven feed dogs for smooth, even feeding and a sewing speed of 
up to |,000 stitches per minute. It’s a dream to use with a larger, brighter LCD touch 
screen, quiet operation and beautiful styling. Believe it. This dream is real and available 
at participating authorized Pacesetter by Brother dealer. To find a dealer near you, 


call 1-800-4-A-BROTHER or visit our website at www.brother.com. 


Al vour sick 


*Cables not included. 

© Disney 

© 7004 Brother international Corporation. 

100 Somerset Corporate Boulevard, Bridgewater, NU 08807-0911 © Brother Industries, Ltd., Nagoya, Japan ¢ In Canada: 1-877-BROTHER 
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Questions 


SKE TO ALL OF YOUR SEWING AND EMBELLISHING QUERIES 


All-in-one or two-piece collar? 





All-in-one collar 





Two-piece collar ~— 





Two fabrics, one needle 





A combination of differ- 
ent fabrics in a garment 
makes for exciting fashion, 
but you do need to choose your 
needle carefully. Fiber type, not 
necessarily fabric type (i.e. knit 
or woven), is the most impor- 
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tant factor to consider. If the 
fabrics you plan to join are cre- 
ated from only natural fibers or 
rayon, which are easy to pierce, 
choose a standard sharp nee- 
dle. If one (or both) of your fab- 
rics contains synthetic fibers, 
a sharp needle can produce 
skipped stitches as it tries, un- 
successfully, to pierce the fab- 
ric. Instead, use a fine ballpoint 
needle, which will spread the 
fibers as it sews. 


Barbara Emodi is a Threads con- 
tributing editor. 


(, A two-piece collar looks, 
_. behaves, and fits differently 





'\than a one-piece/all-in-one 
collar. A one-piece collar usually 
sits lower on the neck and is of- 
ten convertible, meaning that it 
lies flat when worn open and 
turned back. A two-piece col- 
lar sits higher on the neck and 
won't lie flat when worn open. 
The stand portion of a two-piece 
collar extends to the garment’s 
front edge; a one-piece collar 
takes on manyshapes and often 
extends only to the garment’s 
center front, not the front edge. 

Despite the differences, there 
really is no need to convert a 


one-piece shirt collar to a two- 
piece pattern; you can sim- 
ply substitute the collar pat- 
tern pieces from any blouse 
with a two-piece collar for the 
one-piece collar pattern you 
don’t like. Just compare the 
garment necklines on both 
blouses to make sure they are 
the same shape and length. If 
they aren’t, trace the whole two- 
piece neckline onto the one- 
piece garment after aligning the 
shoulder seamlines. 


David Page Coffin is the author 
of Shirtmaking (The Taunton 
Press, 1990). 


Handbag hardware sources 





» The Internet is a great resource for handles, straps, hooks, 


_. buckles, feet, rings, magnetic snap closures, and zippers. 





“Check out these sites: 


www.craftking.com/crafthtml/handles.htm 


www.createforless.com 


www.creations-online.com/neatstuff/createpurses.htm 


www.lightnupcigars.com 


www. maggiescrochet.com 


www. injtrim.com 
www.sunbeltfastener.com 
www.umel.com 


Deepika Prakash is the founder of www.PatternReview.com, and cre- 


ates stylish bags in Acton, Mass. 
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WORKSHOPS 
EXHIBITS 
SHOPPING 


CLEARWATER, FL 
February 24, 25, 26 


ATLANTA, GA 
March 10. 11.12 


CLEVELAND, OH 
March 17, 18, 19 


WORCESTER, MA 
April 14, 15, 16 





S SO you | 


t 


Husqvarna) =s-: VIKING 
PFAFF THREADS © SUKY 
Tiiacder  Prfitalietninideer” =~ BERNINA 
@ HAPPY Warm JO-ANN brother. 


SINGER lhohylock stitches 


oO] ORK ohh Rove] 0) 
WYAWAWAST=AY al Aled =2.4 orem ee] a8) 


READER SERVICE NO. 150 








An Internet 


a ty ee Sex 
a e a. % ts 
> Fl OUNTAIN x. > | 
‘oe y GEMS" Becd: abt 
we, Friendly Service” see iv7) “Gyp 
oe oS ot America’s 
“yo? Favorite Beading 
—-% Supply Company 
Request your 
Free 
928-page catalog 
now! 
1-800-355-2137 





























shop online 
-_ Dept.B100 
NTAINGEMS.COM 





ales USA Company 


Embroidery Machines * Sewing Machines ® Software & More! 
www.sewinginusa.com 


1-888-USA-SEWS (872-7397) 


email: help@sewinginusa.com 





- CADENA OF SPAIN | 
COUTURE SWATCHBOOK | 


Cadena is a high fashion swatch book 
designed for the custom couturier and high 
end sewing enthusiast. The company is 
located in Madrid, Spain and distributes 
labrics to over 60 countries, selling to 
some of the world’s premier designers. 


iL FiwiM) Mulielicmiias 
480 styles with over 900 swatches. 
The book is sent out twice a year. 


fo order a catalog please call or visit our website. 
www.cadenaamerica.com 


tel: 312-922-7250 
represented by: Fishmau's Fabrics 
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PATTERNS OF HISTORY 


Authentic Ninefeenth-Century Patterns 
I835-1899 


rig Walking Suit 


now available in 


QUEEN (20-22-24) “4 Wes 


TO ORDER: Send $23.90 | ™ jgo4 
(includes shipping) to: 





| Patterns of History 

|| Wisconsin Historical Society 
|, 816 State Street, Suite TO 
VY Madison, WI 53706-1482 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE: ° ' 
www.wisconsinhistory.org/patterns 


Ps se hl 1 
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OUTDOOR FABRICS AND SUPPLIES 
- Tapestry Fabries & Trims 
Fabrics. - PrimaLoft’ Sport Insulation 
Patterns £ - WindPro Fleece | 
| 3 - Corduroy Fabrics 
| Accessories . $treteh Velvets 
for Outdoor ci dor 
mates - Polyester Lyeras’ 
Wear - Lots of Now Patterns 
- Largo Variety of YKK™ Zippers 
www.therainshed.com _ 
541/753-8900 voice * 541/757-1887 fax 
707 NW 11th, Corvallis, OR 97330 « Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30 (pst) 
READER SERVICE NO. 81 
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Questions... 


The ABCs of button care 





The most common button 

material today is synthetic: 

polyester, nylon, or casein 
(a milk-based plastic). Each can 
be hand- or machine-washed, 
but because they melt at high 
temperatures, it’s best to air- or 
machine-dry them using a low 
temperature. Delicate fabric and 
corded buttons should be hand- 
washed in cold water and air- 
dried. Polymer clay buttons can 
be hand- or machine-washed in 
cold water, but should never see 
the inside of a dryer. 

There are a few general tips 
to keep in mind for all buttons. 
First, they may contain excess 
dye, so it’s a good idea to hand- 


Silk vs. synthetic 





» Silk and synthetic organza 
| 1 are both crisp, lightweight, 
-~\\ sheer fabrics that add body 
to a garment and help it stand 





away from your form without 
adding bulk or extra weight. 
There are only a few differences. 
First, silk is a natural fiber, so it 
breathes and is therefore com- 
fortable to wear; synthetic fibers 
do not breathe and feel clammy 
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wash them before you even at- 
tach them to a garment. Next, al- 
ways avoid bleach (or detergent 
that contains bleach), as it can 
cause fading or discoloration. 
Finally, be dry-cleaning savvy. 
Chemicals and heat can dam- 
age most buttons, so ask your 
local cleaner to slip a protective 
foil cover over each button be- 
fore the garment is treated. Or, 
remove special buttons before 
any treatment. It only takes a 
little time to stitch them back 
in place. 


Connie Long teaches a “Buttons 
and buttonholes” seminar at G 
Street Fabrics in Rockville, Md. 


organza 


next to the skin. Second, silk 
organza shrinks when washed; 
synthetic organza resists shrink- 
age. Finally, there are plenty of 
mail-order sources for silk or- 
ganza (see the list at right) but, 
as you mentioned, synthetic 
organza can be found at local 
fabric stores. 

When it comes to choosing 
between silk and synthetic or- 


lron like a pro 





'. Ironing garment sections in 
' |. sequence is important; also 





~~ \let each section you press 
cool completely before you 
move on and press another. For 
a jacket, start with the collar: 
press it from the inside, then 
from the outside. Move to the 
leftjacket front: press the lining 
and facing from the inside, then 
press the front from the outside. 
Arrange the left shoulder seam 
on the tip of your ironing board 
and press, then iron the jacket 
back from the shoulder to the 
hem. Iron the right front and 


ganza, my general philosophy 
is to match like with like: line 
or underline a natural garment 
fabric, such as wool, with natu- 
ral silk organza, and pair syn- 
thetic organza with a synthetic 
garment fabric. 


Donna Christopher manages 
D’Leas Fabric and Button Studio 


in Denver. 


shoulder as described above, 
then iron both sleeves (slip a 
sleeve board inside to avoid 
creases); press the cuffs from 
the inside, then outside. 

For pants, press the inseams 
of both legs, then the side 
seams. Ironthe waistband from 
the inside, then from the out- 
side. Finally, align the inseams 
and side seams at the hems, 
and press neat creases up to the 
crotch level. 


Paddye Mann RCA is a master tai- 
lor from Pakenham, ON, Canada. 


Sources for 
silk organza 


D’Leas Fabric and 
Button Studio 
303-388-5665 


Fabric Gallery 
517-655-4573 
www. fabricgallery.net 


Jane's Fabrique 
858-459-5828 


Thai Silks 
800-722-7455 
www.thaisilks.com 


Waechter’s Silk Shop 
828-252-2131 
www.waechters.com 


LESS THAN THE PRICE OF ONE EMBROIDERY PACKAGE! 





2005 





Lowest prices. Same day shipping. 


), 
The finest quality silks & cottons. : | o>. j Lg y/ TE 
100,000 square yards of inventory. | : Ss ft Sa JOIN AND DOWNLOAD... 
(800) 442.0455 or www'silkconnection.com nn ae Antique French cutee k Alphabet - circa 1900 
E A Aa, RES Designs from an Antique Redwork Quilt - circa 1920 
READER SERVICE NO. 98 | Al Go re Martha & Joe Paperdolls 


= — PLUS... Additional Designs Monthly! 
Woven Labels 


Cost is $59 per year ($400 value) 
Design your own 100% woven label 
In quantities from 36 labels, starting at $21.00 
Your Name Is Woven NOT Printed 


A wide selection of background 
and lettering colors 
Soft woven edges 
Special prices for 500 - 1000 
Free full information pack and samples- 


Able Labels of Aaraseta 
1164 Mallard Marsh Drive, Osprey, FL, 34229 
Telephone: 941 921 3293 
www.ablelabels.com : > = 
READER SERVICE NO. 11 READER SERVICE NO. 149 






To join or for more information visit 


www. marthapullen.com 




















Your Jammies! 





revenues §=©Buy Fabri 





Your work is unique--you need unique fabrics. 


secs OUI 
website 
lately? 


| 


‘threadsmagazine.com | 





We have thousands of fabrics you won't see anywhere else, 
and our website is the EASIEST to use! We link afl our fabrics 
to coordinates so you can plan a whole project from the 
comfort of home. Ve usually ship the same day you order. 


Shop without fear on our secure site--your credit card is 
safe with us. Or call with your credit card number 
if you don't want to put it online. 


Save with our bargain basement and weekly speciais! 


| The Taunton Pre 





Plus books, patterns, ~* 
Inspiration for hands-on living notions, and threads for hand The Craft connection 
and miachine embroidery, all 


| at a discount every day (and night). www.craftconn.com 


february /march 2005 3 


Tools of the Trade 


SEWING, QUILTING, AND EMBELLISHING PRODUCTS NOW ON THE MARKET 





Ease for free- 
motion sewing 


In a high-tech world, LaPierre 
Studio offers a low-tech but ultra- 





effective tool for improving the 
quality of your free-motion quilting 
or embroidery. The Free-Motion 
Slider ($19.95; quiltpack@aol.com; 
239-732-1104) is a sturdy sheet of 
Teflon that you affix to the bed of 
your sewing machine with ordinary 


AN 


tape; the small hole in the center 

of the sheet provides an opening for the needle. With feed dogs lowered—or not—you simply free- 
motion quilt or embroider as usual. The Teflon sheet encourages your fabric to glide smoothly under 
the needle, greatly increasing your control and reducing hand and arm fatigue. 





—Carol Fresia 


It’s rare to find a product of such remarkable quality that it alters our 
perception of the entire range of products. Discovering Riri zippers is 
such an event. 

From its two factories in Mendrisio, Switzerland, and Tirano, Italy, Riri 
produces plastic-tooth and nickel-free zippers made of precious metal 
alloys. The production process often involves more than 10 steps—each 

metal tooth is polished smooth, electroplat- 
ed in one of 14 different finishes, and then 








completed with the finest available top stop, 
one-piece cast slider, and a variety of soft 
tapes. These zippers are expensive (start- 
ing at $10 for a 7-inch closed-end model, 
with nylon teeth), but they 
are exquisite. There’s even a 3 
24-karat gold-plated model. Suita at E 
They’re new to the home sew- ping : sly t 
ing market, so ask for them 
at your Bernina dealer (www 
.bernina.com) or at 
independent fabric 
stores. 


—Judith Neukam 





74 ~~ THREADS 






after twenty 


| sensational years 
we re still 
crazy about sewing... 
crazy about quilting... 
crazy about serging... 
crazy about seminars, style shows, 
shopping... 





and you too will be crazy about 
| sewing & stitchery expo 2005 


make plans now to join your friends 
and us 

march 3, 4,5 & 6, 2005 

for more from the best sewing expo 
ever 


western washington fairgrounds 
puyallup, washington 


For more information, call: 
Washington State University 
Conferences & Professional 


Programs: 253-445-4632, 
or visit us on-line at: 


www.sewexpo.com 


# J] ; 
Lf ! ©1989 
Ved } 4 : ra { v" Pr ) = - 


P| Presented by: WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 
EXTENSION in PIERCE COUNTY 





WASHINGTON STATE 
UNIVERSITY 


Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination, 
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office. | 
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Ask about our iin il} 
New Business Ventures | Be =r, 
package, the most ue. 
complete package TOORY 


a 


U 
started in commercial 
embroidery! 


Barudan can help you build your business! 


¢ Speeds up to 1200 spm 

¢ Comprehensive training program 

¢ Compatible with home software 

¢ Barudan employed technicians 

¢ Automatic color changes and trims 

* Large sewing field 

¢ Finished cap embroidery 

¢ Tubular goods 

¢ Quickest changeover from tubular goods to caps - no tools needed 


Barndaw 


Professional Embroidery Equipment Since 1959 


Call 1.800.627.4776 
or visit www.barudan.com 


READER SERVICE NO. 2 
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FROM SANDRA BETZINA 





Can a tool help unlock the most 
creative regions of your imagination? 
Extend the amount of time you can 
spend on a project? Make your time 
spent sewing more pleasant 

and more comfortable? 


OTT-LITE® TrueColor™ 
lighting offers a line of 
natural lighting products 
specifically designed 
for artists, crafters, and 
sewers to match colors 
accurately and see details 
clearly with reduced 
glare and eyestrain. 
This unique technology 
was created by Dr. John Ott, the 
pioneer of natural light science 
who perfected time-lapse 
photography with Walt Disney. 


In fact, OTT-LITE Technology worked 
with physicians at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital in the development of light 
therapy for the treatment of Seasonal 
Affective Disorder (SAD) or 

“winter blues”. 


Find out more as we interview 
internationally known sewer, author 
and TV Show Host Sandra Betzina 
about OTT-LITE TrueColor lighting. 


“You sew withthe best 
machine, why wouldn't 
you want to see with the 
best light — OTT-LITE 
TrueColor lighting.” 


Available at these and 
other tine stores: 


SANDRA BETZINA telhs about 
OTT-LITE’ TRUECOLOR’ LIGHTING & SEWING 


by Gwen Bentley 





Gwen: As a professional sewer and 
author, would you recommend 
OTT-LITE TrueColor lighting? 


Sandra: You sew with the best machine, why 
wouldn't you want to see with the best light 
— OTT-LITE TrueColor lighting. 


Gwen: What do you like best about 
OTT-LITE TrueColor lighting? 


Sandra: As my eyes have aged along with 
the rest of me, | need a lot more light and a 
lot better light to sew. Having an OTT-LITE 
TrueColor lamp has made all the difference 


in the world. | 





Gwen: Does the OTT-LITE TrueColor 
lamp make sewing easier? 


Sandra: If you enjoy hand sewing 
like | do, an OTT-LITE TrueColor 
lamp makes it much easier to 


OTT-LITE 
see what you're doing. 


TrueColor 

Hawthorne 

Floor Lamp 
Model# 25-92R7K 


Gwen: Does the OTT-LITE TrueColor 
light help you see colors more 
accurately? 


Sandra: Yes. For instance, | found using an 
OTT-LITE TrueColor light was helpful in 
choosing companions for an upholstery 
fabric that | was using on my sofa. My 
original choices turned out to be not 
quite right. Viewing the fabrics side by 
side under the OTT-LITE TrueColor light 
made for an easy decision. 
















































Sandra Betzina 
Internationally Known Sewing Author, 
Columnist and TV Show Host 


“Having an 
OTT-LITE TrueColor 
lamp has made all 

the difference in 
the world.” 


i ne 
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Pucker Free Seams 

For pucker free seams, on silk 
crepe de chine use a brand 
new 70/10 H] or HM needle 
and 100% cotton thread. 


Change and Check 

lf”Your thread keeps breaking 
*— before you toss the machine 
“out the window - change 
your needle and check your 
threading to make sure all the 
guides are being used. 


OlilelATE 


TECHNOLOGY’ 


For more information, 
call 800-842-8848 or 
visit www.ott-lite.com 
Mention Ad Code THRO402 


OTT-LUTE® and OTT-LITE Technology 
are registered trademarks of 
Environmental Lightiryy Concepts. Inc. 
© 27004 OTT LITE Tex Fircobeagy 


ACKAOORE s, fi Hancock Fabrics HOBBY LOBBY JO-ANN JOANN.com: CMichaels 
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Fitting 


How you lengthen a skirt 
pattern depends on the style 


lve heard that most patterns are sized for a 5-foot, 


6-inch-tall body. I’m taller. What's the best way to 


add length to a skirt pattern? 


aren Howland responds: 

Adding length—both to pat- 

terns and to ready-to-wear— 
is something | am quite familiar 
with (I am 6 feet 2 inches tall). 
At first thought, the solution 
appears to be as simple as add- 
ing extra length to the bottom. 
However, if a silhouette tapers 
or flares, it’s not that simple. 


—J.R. Laurie, Portland, Ore. 


when the seamlines were bro- 
ken between the pattern seg- 
ments. There may be other fit 
considerations as well when 
spreading pattern segments. 
Here are general guidelines for 
lengthening skirts. 


Karen Howland writes and fits in 
Chillicothe, Ill. 


When you add significant 
length to a skirt by extending the 





side seams, a flared skirt can end 
up with a hem that’s wider than 
your fabric; and a tapered skirt 
can end up with a hem edge that 
is sO narrow you can’t walk. 
The style of your skirt deter- 
mines whether it’s best to add 


Lengthen straight 
styles at the hem 


length at the lower edge or at 
the lengthen/shorten lines 
printed (or added) on your pat- 


tern. When you spread a skirt On straight-cut skirt patterns, you can 
usually add the desired extra length 


in the middle of its length, you 
successfully at the hem. 


will have to true the seams, 


which means straightening out Extend the seams by continuing the line 


from the upper section, retaining the angle 
of the seams. /f there is a slight flare, the 
lower edge will be fuller than the original. 


the jagged seamline that formed 


Draw a new hemline and hem 
allowance equal distance 
from the original hemline to 
establish the new length. 
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meanings: Robben Marzola 


Top drawing: Linda Boston; all other d 
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COUTURE SEWING SCHOOL 


Couture Sewing Seminars in 
Baltimore, Houston, San Diego 
and San Francisco 


























" | and 
Couture Tour to Paris in 
Ordinary to hl November 2005 
Extraordinary I ‘ Al Box 51, Long Green, Maryland 21092 | 
Chall | www.clectricquilt.com | | (410) 592-5711 © Fax (410) 592-6913, | 
allenge ‘ e 7 ge | 
; sales@electricquilt.com E-mail: SKhalje@aol.com if 
Celebrating 1-800-356-4219 Website: Susan Khalje.com £ 
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MVM SEM Mle VAC AON OR 22 aUscNs Janome Embroidery Machine Owners, This One Is For You! 
ing machine, fabric & more! Entry 
forms available on our web site or call | | Join us for the annual Sew Easy Embroidery Retreat with renowned 
us toll free 1-866-853-2207. educators; Eileen Roche, Walter Floriani, and Mary Jo Gable 
Boutique Patterns | to name a few. This 1s the only retreat available, and geared 
Innovative Notions | specifically to Janome sewing machines. 
Book 

















June 25 - 30, 2005 at the Reno Hilton 
To receive an information package 


Email: seweasyretreat@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: 408-295-6901 _ a | 
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FABRIC.COM 


Superior Value, Selection, Quality and Service 


Free Brochure 


JANOME. sss’, 


Linda Kubik, Atelier 





Monogramming and 
Personalization For 
Machine Embroidery 


Download Praag 
"Letter of Eha Month’ 






Apparel & Fashion Fabric 
Dupioni Silk, Irish Linen, 
Italian Wools.,..... 

Quilting & Craft Fabric 


Laurel Burch, Amy Butler, 
Robert Kaufman, Alexander 
Henry, Timeless Treasures ... 


Home Decor Fabric 


Waverly, Faux Leather, Suedes, 
Chenille, Damask & Jacquard..... 






1-888-238-1372 © (fax) 845-358-2696 
17 Fourth Avenue, Nyack, New York 10960 
= READER SERVICE NO. 96 






Keep your Threads back issues looking brand new. 






Store your treasured copies of Threads in 






slipcases for easy reference again and again! 
Bound in dark green and embossed in gold, 


TP eee Se PSPSPS SPSS SC STC SC TC KS KS RP TFT TT TT TT TT FT FF SF FSP STP SC SSCS SPSS Se SS SS 


Sign up for our ieweletier at www.fabric.com 
Don't Miss Another SALE! 


ee ee ee 


each case holds more than a year’s worth of 
Threads. Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 


for 6). Postage and handling additional. CT residents add 6% 
sales tax, Canadian residents please add 7% GST. 







FREE SHIPPING 
ON FIRST ORDER 
US Orders Only 
Coupon Code: FIRST 


FREE RETURN 
SHIPPING 
Within 30 days 






To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286. Outside the 
U.S. and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 





visit us at www.fabric.com or call 1-888-455-2940 
READER SERVICE NO. 158 
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Fitting... 


Flared and tapered garments require 
changing the side seams 


Bon’t just add 
length to the hem 
edge of flared 

or tapered skirts 
or you could end 
up with a hem 
that’s wider than 
your fabric or one 
that’s too tight to 
walk in. 





Flared skirt 


To add length to a flared skirt pattern, produce a bet- 
ter-fitting pattern, and retain the original dimension of 
the lower edge, add length at the lengthen/shorten 

lines printed on your pattern as shown above at right. 





Adjusting the pattern piece on a ta- 
pered skirt will change the dart and 
maintain the way the fabric drapes. 


Tapered skirt 


If you are using an unforgiving fabric, or adding 
significant length to a tapered skirt, the following 
dart adjustment will improve your results: 


1. Cut along the lengthen/shorten line and separate 
the pattern the amount of the additional length. 


2. Lay a straightedge (ruler) from the widest point 
on the upper pattern segment to the widest point 
on the lower segment to indicate the new side 
seamline. Be sure to keep the center front/back of 
both segments in alignment. Notice the dart shape 
between the side seam and the straightedge. 


3. Draw a line parallel to the center line from the 
waist dart-point down to the lower edge of the upper 
skirt pattern segment. Slash along this line to 2 inch 
from the dart-point, and spread the slash unti/ the 
side seam meets the straightedge between the hip 
and hem. The waist dart will close slightly. This ad- 
justment isn’t necessary on slightly tapered skirts. 


4, Fill the void, formed by cutting and spreading, 
with new tissue paper and tape it in place. 
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Marketplace 


Creekside Designs 


Custom Machine Embroidery Designs 
Unique Variety 
Popular Formats 
Free Designs 


http://www.creeksidedesigns.com 
















OTT-LITE LAMPS 
TRUE COLOR 
DISCOUNT PRICES !!! 
VAVALALIINICUIIILA MOET 

800-742-4289 _ 


SAF-T-POCKETS PATTERNS 
~? &* City Safari Duo #2005 


5 His & Her Reversible Vest 
with Up to 11 Pockets 


iil 3, I. All Sizes Included 
yc 








_ $17.00 Postage Paid 
a US Funds, Visa & MC 


e 503-761-6460 
| 1385 NE 49th « Portland, OR 97213 
* www.SAF-T-POCKETS.com 








Delta Sewing Furniture 
Eel audlity Value Style 


Vour source for sewing cobinets with the looks of fine furniture. 










Please visit www.deltasewing.com 


Blue! 
Sad about not finding 
gorgeous fabric at great 
prices? Call, email, or 
visit our web site. 

Apple Annie Fabrics 
eae Wilbur Av. Pe 103) 
wansea, MA 02777 
508/678-5187 ena 


anne@appleanniefabrics.com 
www.appleanniefabrics.com 











| Let Reader Service work for you. 


_ Receive information direct from your 


choice of advertisers by using the 
Reader Service form located next 


to the inside back cover. 








Lh M9 rnil Hot-Fix Embellishments 
| | = 






ck fier (Orma 
@ products at your 





+ Decorative Touch™ Wand @ - 
- Swarovski® Crystals ©) @ favorite Store! 
*RhineStuds @ oron-line...www.i-kandi.com 


‘NailHeads @ @ by Kaacdk Comp 
“Pearls www.L-Orna.com + 1-800-985-2634 













Everything for the 
embellisher, surface designer, 
and fabric artist! 








Unique fabrics: 
e Thai silks * Japanese Indigo shibori & kasrui 
¢ Burmese silk blends « Wild nettle cloth 
Awesome embellishments: 
¢ Hill Tribe silver « Czech crystals 
e Buttons old and new « Ethnic beads 








Order online or by phone 
www.handsofthehills.com - 206-232-8121 








For a free brochure, contact 
Fred Bloebaum 

4200 Park Blvd, #102 
Oakland, CA 94602 


510-893-6811 


or view patterns on the web at www.lafred.com 
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The ¢ 
Wooly —7 
Thread 








1 
1 
| 
100% wool: flannel, felt, blanketing, * 
Appleton crewel wool, wool wash, 
embroidery kits, books, and more... . 
| 

| 


19311 NE 190th St, Woodinville, WA 98077 
www.woolythread.com ~ 425.788.6303 


22 Ss SS SS SS SS SS ST St SSS ST at EST SS ST SS SS SS |S a 


Fetes fs ss SSS = = | 


5 2 ha | Designed to 
s b] ~~ Bee 
| 


_ J y 
» 


<>’/ Small or Large Orders Welcome 
Excellent Prices ¢ 7-Day Manufacturing 


FREE Introduction Package 
@ 1-800-944-4696 


includes Samples & Order Forms for Custom Name 
Labels, Clothing I.D. Labels and Care/Content & Sizes 
www.generallabel.com 
General Label MfgePO Box 64037 leMiami, FL 33164¢Fax 305-949-2662 











Bell Sleeve or Reversible 
Sleeveless VWWrap Top 
and AcLine Skirt 


Pattern No. 1219 
$18.50 postage paid 


Order from the Web or 
send Check or M.O | 


made payable to 


| 


| i - ¢ 
| (Lattin Qentens 
Spares 


www.CJPatterns.com 


Christine Jonson Patterns | 
P.O. Box 858 | 
Royal Oak, Michigan 48068 
(248) 547-1080 


See ad index on page 88-89 for reader service numbers. 






EXTRAORDINARY RIBBON TRIMS. 


LEN TEXTILES 
wholesale / retail www. lfneextiles.com 


t: 773/883-1888 — f: 773/883-2021 


? 
- Corset Making Supplies 
te ek 


en |i) ds www.CorsetMaking.com 
, 
- 


lly 
jar >? if 
‘ 


\ 2” P.O. Box 15743 Dept. TM * Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215.868.4274 








a 
> 
«7° 
> 





‘The one stop for all of your 
corsetand bustier making supplies.” 


Busks & Boning, Lacing & Casing, 
Grommets & Tips, and more! 









WAL = OUTERWEAR & ACTIVEWEAR 

a ta Oh fabrics, patterns & notions 

fag" WP oa website WWW.peakfabrics.com 
i 2 i 

ee he - email customernervice®@peakfabrics.com 
tits, ‘) | 55 CALLING Horse, RR#20, 

vous @ | CALGARY ALBERTA T3Z 1H4 

- i ri 

Ne FABRICS BY AAAI 


ph: (403) 247-3390 


fax: (403) 247-2560 









www.fleecelady.com 
(909) 223- FLEECE 
3533 








your online source for polar fleece 





MODULAR DESIGN 


NEW PATTERN by 
unitomn 

simple pattern pieces 

3 elegant seaming choices 


#303 Danis Evening Coat 


includes 6 sizes 17. plus $3. S&H 
fax-503-217-1271 Visa-MC-Amex 
or mail check to: 
19363 Willamette Dr. # 108 
West Linn, OR 97068 
www.kaylakennington.com 


KENNETH KING 


Trouser Draft Workshop & Symposium 























April 22, 23, 24, 2005 « Indianapolis, 1N 






Trouser Draft Workshop 
& Symposium 
Birth of A Bustier 
Square Inches & Fitting 
we £volutionofan Evening Wrap 














Register Today! 
www.jennifermyers.net 
317.371.3686 
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See ad index on page 88-89 for reader service numbers. 


ad Stretch & Sew — 


fabulous fashion fabrics and more 


French Connections 








Multi-size hat & glove patterns, ® West African prints, hand-dyed damask, We're much more than just great knits! 
Glovemaking supplies, . . NOW AVAILABLE 
Millinery supplies, needles, a mudcloth, African batik panels, & MOK ha... Fabrics by Mail Subscription Service 
Fabrics, books, blocks & more ae ® French toiles, chintz, & proveng¢al fabrics re | af and our | Love to Sew by Mail 
' “i Call us or send a request 
www.french-nc.com "| it www.stretchandsewmn.com 


952-884-7321 
521 West 98" Street, Bloomington, MN 55420 | 


(919) 545-9296 Pittsboro, North Carolina 





Patten Stadia 


For Distinctive Hats & Gioves 


P.O Box 15874 
Cincinnati, OH 45215-0874 
(513) 821-HATS 





cli» Sie eae agape ns ian | “ae,| 
Wemproidery Studios 


www. patternstudio.com 


pstudio@patternstudio.com P roressional le ial a i 





SEWING 


ro 
| 


Over 6U classes 


= =... 
ee ee 7 


) QUILTING Dormitory housing of Ho 
WORLD OF , BASKETR’ available ) 05) Extraordinary Wo 


a ll 





burda FASHION 


MAGAZINE 


Monthly magazine. 50 to 60 patterns in each issue. 
Each pattern in five sizes. 

Send $15 for 3 issue trial subscription to GLP 
INTERNATIONAL, POB 9868, Englewood, NJ 07631-6868, 
call 201/871-1010, e-mail: info@glpnews.com 
Visit us at: www.gipnews.com/Crafts.html 


am 


KNITTING Embroidery r 
SURFACE DESIGN | Sie b ; 
WEAVING 
SPINNING : 
DYEING Washington Island, WI 54246 3 Let Reader Service work for you. 
EEE Pike Ni: Receive information direct from your 
& MORI ~*~ - ci | i choice of advertisers by using the 
Reader Service form located next 
to the inside back cover. 


www, Theembroiderystudio.com 


ee 
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The Skirt That Fits™ 
Foy all yowt™ yon Less Gathers « High On Sides 


Long In Front 
sowing va 6 $8.95 + $3.00 Shipping 


bay . Threads... P.O. Box 220521, St. Louis MO 63122 
Buttons... Pins... - ~ 

__ Marking & Measuring Tools... 
Sewing Notions... 

and so much more! 


Pee cl: 800.343.9670 


Vintage Fabrics 


Original textiles from the 1940's - 1970's 








The fabric dreams 
m.4re made of 





Shop Online Catalog - Over 7,000 styles 
ean of buttons, clasps & thimbles 
“TIE 720-434-1090 


‘REUSABLE 


ts NEW. 
Hugo's ING G TAPE a St Theresa Textile Trove 





f theville, NC 28801 
_ 828.225.6005 





cancllelight valley fabrics 


designer fabrics on-line 





silks wools cashmeres 





ierseys linens — suitin ° 
J ye rs) 90 Foot Rolls "ey, PURVEYORS OF THE Ae ies 
ony 4/2", 1", 2” 2-3/8" = . X BEAUTIFUL & EXOTIC IN. § 10 
ret SELF CLING NO GLUE shel a s / »% TEXTILES & EMBELLISHINGS & Nias 
micronbers rayons er af A & — Beads, Buttons, Japanese Cottons, a x 
aig gee g ® Fancy Silks from India China & France, s ©ro 
ge s @ African Mudcloth Kuba & Tie Dye,  -S _ > 
ie 2 8 Bali Batiks (in cotton and rayan !) Sen 
ccoubisgmataalccs! | THREAD UNRAVELING 959) wesc 215 
% : aS 
www.candlelightvalleyfabrics.com 4, “Mention this ad for 10% off a oo 
www.getcreativeshow.com/amazingtape.htm By = Phone or interne orders <) Bop 
S glap “Pooocggoe®™  Wwww.sttheresatextile.com “OO 





| RETAIL 1 (323) 727-1231 WHOLESALE 





| DARR, Inc. | Keep your Threads back issues 
Sewing Notions that Work | ote) qiixe Mele-lire mich A 
Made in USA 4 Sy") ; 
DARR E-Z Winder = Sore your Persuredkc copies of "iar in 
Wind any thread or yarn cl slipcases for easy reference again and again! Bound 
onto spools using your it he in dark green and embossed in gold, each case 
sewing machine bobbin winder. : | holds more than a year’s worth of Threads. 
NEW 2! asco pending Yi ~ 4G, hy : | Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 for 6). 
DARR Piping Magic bea fo Postage and handling additional. CT residents add 6% sales tax, 
Rotary cut piping seam AAG OaCeS. Canadian residents please add 7% GST. 
DARR, Inc. To place an order using your credit card, 
| 5 (251) 661-S19L - Fax (251) 665-0072 call 1-800-888-8286. 
‘gen Soe ea http://www.darrsewnotions.com | 
www.arofinemidwest.com boGidaadeenitianscom | Outside the U.S. and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 
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fabricdotcom 


Ethnics * Holiday * Cars * Hunting 
Motorcycles * Flannels * Bargains ¢ Fishing 
Hawaiian * Kits *« Cats * Grapes 











Personal Service * Secure Shopping 


www.fabricdotcom.com 






Jacobean Jacket” 
1620's Style 
Today's Fit 
Sizes4-26 | 
15% Off 
Coupon 
Code:TI5 [y a 
$16 +$3 S&H Send Check or M.O. to P.O. Box 729, Centreville, VA 20122 
www.dawnandersondesigns.com (703) 830-1867 














Wholesale prices for everyone! 


ThreadArt 


80 Color Value Pack: 


Includes 80 cones 
embroidery thread 
for $119.95. 1100 


yards per cone. 
Free US shipping. 
Item code: 
SETFPOLY1000 


Cotton thread: 
$1.99/1100 yards 


’ Rayon thread: 
! $1.75/1100 yards 
SS Silk ribbon: 
¥ starting at 


$0.19 per yard 


13529-N Skinner Rd., Cypress, TX 77429 
Phone 1-800-504-6867 
See our complete product line at 
www.threadart.com 


ig) april 2 23224 
| october sn, 


13.14.15 & 16 
toronto, on - canada 
* how-to demos & seminars by 
celebrity and industry experts 
¢ hands-on activities « shopping 
¢ fashion shows » exhibits & more! 


ideas, Schiiars. supplies 
and techniques for... 

* beading * crafting * crochet 
* quilting « knitting * sewing 
* scrapbooking * embroidery 
+ do-it-yourself decorating : 
& sewww much more! 1.800.291. 2050 wow cont com 











|  My-Fabrics can print your 


images on 40" wide fabric. | 
www.my-fabrics.com 


Lorraine Torrence ol 
Deitigas e 


2112 5S. Spokane St. Seattle, WA 98744 
www.forrainetorrence.com 


CLASS ACT ENSEMBLE 


- Pattern includes 4 jacket views 
plus long and cropped pants 
XXS-3XL 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-369-4974 


Ask for free brochure 


Historic Clothing Patterns & Books 
Buckles, Buttons & Clasps 
Boning, Busks & Hoop Steel 
Cording & Reeds 
Fabric, Lace & Trims 
Millinery Supplies 
Eyelets, Grommets & Findings 
Sewing Notions & Tools 


Grannd Companies 
295 Main Street, SouthRiver NJ 08882 
Phone: 732-390-0506 FAX: 732-390-1694 
Website: www.Grannd.com eMail: info@grannd.com 
Retail and Wholesale Catalogs Available September 2004 $6.00 





P Linted Cus tom Labels 
Catal og sent with sampl es and order fons. 
-mail: postman sterl ingtape.com. 
wwnw.sterli ngnametape.com 


1-800-654-5210 


Dept TM3 / P.O. Box 939 
Winsted CT 06098 





Fitting Tips! 
The Resource for Users of Patternmaking Software 
and Other Adventurers Who Sew 


Announcing......On-line Classes 


Judy Barlup of Unique Techniques will teach 
Perfect Pants 
@ = Interact with your instructor 
@ = Build your sewing library 
bd On-line instruction better than ever before 
Whether you use software or conventional patterns, join us for 


this exciting event! Visit us on-line for more information and to 
sign up for our mailing list. 


P.O. Box 290651 
Nashville, TN 372291 


info@fittingtips.com 


www.fittingtips.com 888-877-7079 _ 





See ad index on page 88-89 for reader service numbers. 


YH Finest Fabric Store 


W HABERMA 
wh oS FABRICS N 


..for bridal, apparel, & home décor. 







Shopping, swatching, projects at 





www .habermanfabrics.com 







905 S. Main St, Royal Oak, MI 48067 
Phone: 248.541.0010 FREE PARKING! 





SNAPS 


The Original and Only Complete Source 
The largest selection of snap 
styles and colors for Shirts, 
Jeans, Jackets, Sportswear, Infants 
Wear & Leather. Free Catalog. 


The Bee ee Company 


P.O. Box 36108 -TH 
Dallas, Texas 75235 -1108 * 1-800-527-5271 


df Supplies 


Books « Foundations « Blocks « Kits * Classes 
Ps A hat will complete your art-to-wear ensemble. 
















Find quality supplies and personal attention 










104 S. Detroit St.» LaGrange, IN USA 46761-1806 
; 877-499-4407 or 260-499-4407 
www.judithm.com e-mail: info@judithm.com 






Make Lovely Smocked Dresses 
Fast & Easy with a Pleater 
visit. our from 
webs! TOSCA COMPANY 
(Y71-888-290-8327 
www.toscacompany.com 
il: pleaters@ toscacompany.com 








Sewing Machine Attachment a 
Universal Presser Foot Lifter) | * 









ACTS like a knee lift or a third hand, 
it \ifts the presser foot. for pivoting 
applique, Machine embroidery 
Quilting of sewing difficull fabncs, etc =f? 
| Suggested list | _F-Ge 
| price $6495 | SWS 
J.1.M. Enterprises P.O. Box 598 ‘ 
Lafayette, CA 94549-0598 SmceMAPe 
Ph: 1-877-542-8377 Fax: 1-925-256-7241 
www.presserfootiifter.com 













UNIQUE 
PATTERNS 
FOR 
WEARABLE ART 


& 


For free 32-page catalog, 
email name and address 
to: info@folkwear.com 


#139 — VIETNAMESE AO DAI 
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Ona 4) hODd | 
Vintage-Inspired & Original Vintage Patterns | 


Exceptional Fabrics ~ Silk Thread 











www.EvaDress.com 


For Color Catalogue, send $12 check or m.o. to: | 
P.O. Box 21802 


Columbus, Ohio 4322} _ | 


genuine 


Polartec & 
Polarfleece 


fabrics direct from the source 


Malden Mills: | year round! 


ROE TA Ob 


store 





www maldenmillsstore com 


Shopon-line or call toll free 877-289-7652 fora $5 swatch pack 


©2000 Malden fills Industries, Inc. Malden Mills®, Potarfieece®, and Polartect® are tradmarks reqitered in the U.S. and In other Wifisdictions for Fabrics avallable from hlalden ‘Mills Industries, sic. 


<== 
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Secure online processing: New Fabric Collections 
Check, money order, Visa < Robyn Pandolph's 
| and MasterCard accepted “Sentimental Journey” 


Shop 24 hours a day. 
Free shipping in USA 
for orders over $100, 


< Michael Miller “F alry Frost” 
3< Michael Miller “Under the Sea” 
a< Marinda Steward's 

“Asian Fantasy” 
www.aftabricoasis.com 


108 Plantation Lane 
Stafford, VA 22556-1622 


Phone or Fax: 540 286-2609 





Fashion Fabrics 


Over 4,000 Types Of Buttons 
Wide Variety Of Classes 
Swiss Embroidery 
Natural Fibers 
er Plaz4 Mall, 99 S. Elliott Road 
vig J Hill, NC 27514 
: <¢ 19- 942-9661 











Patterns & Fine Linens by: 


axl 


originals 


Barb Callahan 
South Venice Beach, Florida 
941-492-9471 Leng eck 


www.barboriginals.com 










Dyed & Printed 
silk ¢ rayon e cotton 
hemp e linen « natural blends 





yardage « home accessories 
fat quarters « limited editions 
gift certificates ¢ grab bags 


www. fabricbydesign.com | 
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| Miremac nih mati Tecenques * 


Tools, Materials & Books for Handcrafts 
33 Haywood Street * dept TH 
Asheville NC 28801 
1-800-327-8448 

e-mail: inform@earthguild.com 

web site: www.earthguild.com 

mail order catalog: $4 


* Home Faas a4 * Viowsnt / 












AUR 
Natural Dyes a Neue! Fibers | 


Exquisite hand-dyed silk and hemp yarn, thread, fiber, and 
fabric. Natural dyes, mordants, botanicals, and more... | 


www.aurorasilk.com - Portland, Oregon - (503) 286-4149 _ 


CONIEMWPORARYLOTH 

Unique geometric, abstract and atomic/retro designs in 
new/ vintage textiles. Marimekko remnants Art Cloth and 
Hand-dyed fabrics. Fabrics for quilts, wearable art and 


home sewing adventures. See our online catalogue. 
www.contemporarycioth.com ¢ Toll Free:1-866-415-3372 






50 Hazelton Lane 





Academy of - - RR#1, Box#l 
Vere SEWing & Design North Bay, Ontario 
Canada PIB 8G2 









Owne d by ‘Kathryn Bret nne 
aon & C rs 705.494.8529 
www.finesewing.com 
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Mary Mulari’s 


s— I -Books- j 
ES PRopucti NS Books | 
\ ) www.marymulari.com -Embroidery-\ 
I \ Phone 800-562-5578 — -Fabric 


{Box 87 87T, Aurora MN 55705 Collection- J 


See ad index on page 88-89 for reader service numbers. 


The Quilted Dragon 


For the finest in Oriental fabrics - 
Quilting & Wearable Art with an Asian Flair 


Shop Phone: (253) 582-7455 
www.quilted-dragon.com — 
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For membership info or free referral cal: 
(877) 755-0303 or write 


PACC, Dept. T, 7722 Old Woodstock Lane, Ellicott City, MD 21043 





North Jersey’s largest fabric/ quilt shop. 


BERNINA’ EJ sewinc MACHINE 
Fabrics-Yarn-Machine Embroidery 


[=m Located 25 minutes from New York City 


between Rts. 287 & 80-just off Re. 23. 
Acme Country Fabrics 

24-26 Newark Pompton Turnpike, Pequannock, N.J]. 07440 

973-696-1784 www.acmecountryfabrics.com 













COM 


FABRIC TV. 


Petite Plus — 
Patterns 


Order Toll Free: 
1-877-909-8668 






Send 357 for 


oefurectabir 
breech! 





Petite Plus 
Patterns 


PO er Br140 pate bs 


$B 
ae ne 


CANADA 
V5H 4K2 


www.petitepluspatterns.com 


Potfect Fit Guide® 


‘Comey al ilil-micla e)aerelerer 





Taycelarenacele 


| Find our advertisers’ web sites | 
| quickly and easily on 
| our online Advertiser Index at 


threadsmagazine.com 


THREADS 


—_— 
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Marketplace 





Organic Cotton 
Fabrics 


Tel: 866-784-0374 





{ www.organiccottonplus.com 
For more infoe-mailus at: cpbarb@pics.net 


STUDY AT HOME 
CERTIFICATE OF PATTERN DRAFTING 


WWW, AOFDESIGN.COM 


|-877-978-9088 fashiondesign msasktel.net 


SHOP LIKE A PROFESSIONAL! — 


We carry thousands of hard to find 
wardrobe care supplies. 


MANHATTAN WARDROBE SUPPLY 
TOLL FREE: 888-401-7400 
Contact us at: info@wardrobesupplies.com 





Check out our new full-service website: 
http://wardrobesupplies.com 


= ee Lg brics 


Paron Fabrics West/Annex 
Your Source For Designer Discount Fabrics! 


206 West 40th Street N.Y., NY 10018 
Phone 212-768-3266 Fax 212-768-3260 


www. paronfabrics.com 












FREE CATALOG Plus a Free Gift 


Specialty & Left-Handed 
Scissors and Notions 
for all your sewing needs 


Call Today 800-638-4770 
HAVEL’S INC. 


When You Need To Cut It Close! 


Exquisite Silks: Jacquards, Organzas, Chiffons 
Charmeuses, Brocades - mail order sampling 

Over | 60 luscious colors of silk dupion ontine 

Cotton and Linen Heirloom Whites, Velvets, Printed Cottons 


| Delectable Mountain Cloth 


(802) 257-4456 10-5M-F, I-5 Sunday 
125 Main Street, Brattleboro VT 05301 


www.delectablemountain.com 
Natura} Fibersince 1978 















| P.O.BOX 527596 Dept. T 










$10.00 each ppd withthis ad 
$12.00 Canadian US funds only 
MC VISA Checks 


Great Copy Patterns 
PO Box 085329 
Racine Wi 53408-5329 
Phone 262-898-1400 


www.greatcopy.com 


: ‘ 
#2420 | 
Bristol « ' 
Jacket » da 





PILLOWS 


FACTORY DIRECT 


AT WHOLESALE PRICES 


FREE CATALOG! 
Inside NJ: 973-546-4502 x33 


Outside NJ: 800-634-6647 x33 
www, lodidownan dfeather.com 
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SUPER SILK 


SILK FABRICS 
(BY MAIL) 

Sitk Doupioni * China Silk * Silk sissy, Silk Organza 
Silk Crepe 4ply * Duchess Satin* Silk Charmeuse 
Heavy Shantung Plain * Heavy Shantung Rib 
Crepe-de-chine * Doupioni Silk Metallic * Silk Taffeta 
Silk Linen * Silk Chiffon * Raw Silk Noil * Silk Gauze 


<< 





THE SILK SOURCE 





| 
iy 
| 
| 
| 
: 
f 


Silk Organza Metallic Plain/Crinkle 


SUPER SILK Visit our Website or 
Cail toll free for free brochure 


Flushing, NY 11352 


(718) 886-2606 1-800-432-7455 





| www.supersilk.com 


Over 50,000 
brand name sewing & 
craft supplies at 
discount prices!! 


"CREATE ¥ 
FOR LESS / 





Shop the Country's Largest Fabric Store On-line. 


baerfabrics.com 





2 Acres of Merchandise! 


WWwW.A-I Accessories.com 


Covered Buttons & Belts in Your Fabric | 


$1 for Brochure comes w/many Discount cou pons 
Low Prices Other Great Products A-1 Accessories 
| 1358 Hooper Ave Suite 202 Toms River NJ 08753 


info@A-1Accessories.com 732-278-7586 , 





See ad index on page 88-89 for reader service numbers. 


# Order One or More! CUSTOM-MADE 


ZIPPERS 


= We are America’s #1 source for zippers you 
cannot find in a retail store. All zippers made to 

= your specifications, and shipped BUHL: Easy | 
on-line ordering process—simple to use! 

Order one zipper or a dozen, all custom made. 


ZIPPER SOURCE SM 


: GW ne ‘Chicago, IL 60622 
= Fhane: 312-492-7200 @ Fax: 312-243-1600 
aw WWW.zippersource.com 






= 








RUG LOOMS RUG MAKING SUPPLIES 
LEESBURG LOOMS AND SUPPLY 

201 N. CHERRY STREET 

VAN WERT, OH 45891 


800-329-9254 www.leelooms.com 


Handcrafted Soap 





www.mulberrywor dd.com 





Spring 2005 Schedule 
Alterations for Professionals: 
March 18-20, Asheville, NC., 

April 10-12 hosted by Banasch’s Inc. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 







Specialty Alterations: Bridal/ 
Formalwear; 

April 13-15 hosted by Banasch’s Inc. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

May 6-8, Asheville, NC 


Linda Stewart, Instructor 
To register please contact us at: 

| www.LindaStewartCoutureDesigns.com 

LStewartCouture@bvunet.net 

276-669-3299 








Alterations Classes 







Avie ileal 


Phone 




















HAND MADE BOILED WOOL 


Worsted and Fine Merino 
¢ Finest Quality * Soft Supple Texture 
60 Luscious Colors & Heathers w/matching trim 
($5 refund on first fabric order) 

$10 for fabric swatches to: 
Karen’s Kreations 
6542 125th Ave. S.E. 
Bellevue, WA 98006 
meu Lae 9809 


IE ng ae 


ot fa t ; if. te ee 3 ; cane 
Pandreds of Ready Made 
; Iron-On Metal and 
i. ».,| Swarovski? Crystal Transfers 
aE Sed te ¢ Crystal Zippers 
° Knit Sew~in Collars 


1365. Juniper * Escondido, CA 92025 


1.888.999.0408 


60 page catalog ~ 33.50 © www. suessparklers. com 
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Marketplace 


Save Up To 70% off Retail Prices On: 
WOOL “ VELVET “ COTTON “ LINEN “% SILK 
UPHOLSTERY “ SATIN “& LINING AND MORE.... 


MEMBER SPECIALS 


Receive additional 15% off selected items 
Free Unlimited Samples 


Membership Only $3.99 A Year 


Al Quality...Al Prices...A1 Service... That’s Al FABRIC : 








www.AlFABRIC.com 
___ Toll Free 877-410-5050 


Need to design for STANDARD SIZES? 


STANDARD S1ZES FOR TODDLER, PRE-TEEN, CHILDREN, JUNIOR, PLUS, PETITE, MISSY 


Find your accurate BASIC PATTERNS @ 
http://pattern.stringcodes.com 








—=—_—— 


_rish We Waxed Linen Thread 
4 ply - 34 colors - also 2, 3, 7, & 12 ply 
Waxed Linen Necklace Kits & Patterns 
Beading Wire, Mizuhiki, & Embellishment Cords 
Basketweaving Supplies 


Royalwood Ltd. 


517-Th Woodville Ad 
Mansfield, OH 44907 











catalog $2.00 
800-526-1630 





70 ft WIDE Textured Cotton 
For Washable, Non-lron, Non-Toxic 
Draperies, Slipc overs, Tablecloths 

$2 Planning Kit with samples 
www.HomespunFabrics.com 
MC/V Toll FREE 1-888-543-2998 


NEUE MODE PATTERN 


F R E WITH PURCHAS E OF THREE PATTERNS 


-* ALWAYS 20% OFF ACCESSORIES 


zippers, threads, quilting fabrics, needles, scissors & shears, 
sewing furniture & more! 





Everyone in search of 
unique, creative fabrics 


xr 
from around the world. 


¥ as 
Please call for personalized swatch service 


Huge collection 
Cyg udnicks 5 
CIS cep 


linens, silks, woolens 
2450 GRAND AVENUE * KANSAS CiTY, MO 64108 


(816) 842-7808 





=m ee 2 eeeeee se eee e se 2 PF eeeee |e es ees se SS = 


We Teach a Skill .. 
| LEARN L@ SEW | 


By Video 
orfroma 
Teacher Near You 
FREE Referral 
(Dept. LEARN) 


. Not Just a Project! 


TEACH SEWING | 





| Everything supplied 
with our detailed 
& comprehensive 
program 
(Dept. TEACH) 


For FREE Brochure contact 


® You Can Make It Inc. 
1-888-LRN-2-SEW or 610-760-1908 
PO Box 247-TH: Walnutport, PA 18088 


Attp//iwww. youcanmakeit. com 
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. Fax: 888-526-1618 


:ymelions,com | 











See ad index on page 88-89 for reader service numbers. 
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Michael’s Fabrics 





|Discount Fabrics USA 
www.discountfabricsusa.com 
; ) te 








VALENTINO 
HIGH QUALITY DESIGNER 
ENDS -- PLEASE CALL OR 


EMAIL FOR SAMPLES 
UNGARO ON THE WAY 
Toll Free: 877-266-8918 


www.michaelsfabrics.com 
_ outure I Fabrics - Great Prices! iy 





: -_ 
million yards of drapery and uph 
} 


Wore thar ore half Isierv tahwnc 


TOM bop Geiger, ta 






ascls A trims, leather hides, premium 





ll paper 





ond exohe renna¢is 






ipped within the United Staves 
it o) Ob) il few ibermns 


Free shipping on all orders ah 





Monthly specials, fabrics weekly 






slanting 





| 08 SN Carroll St Thurmont, MD 21788 


CLAIRE SHAEFFER’S 
COUTURE WORKSHOPS 


Chanel and 
That Suit 
inspire you, and 


iner ease your skills. Fall 2005 


Claire Shaeffer, PO Box 157, Palm Springs, CA 92263 
_ 760-325-7906 Sewfari@earthlink.net 


 @ 13 Jeanne Dr. 









CLASSIC FASHION 
RETURNS 


Dressy Loungewear 
Asian “Pajama Satin” Prints, 
Brocades, Damask, Shimmer 
Grabellish with 


Frogs, Buttons, 
Asian Knot Kits, Trims 


b/nique couture 
workshops to expand 
your horizons, 


You'll Find It Here! 


www.millendstore.com. 

9701 SE McLoughlin Blvd. 

W Milwaukie, OR. 97222 
(503)786- {234 











Personal 
Swatching 


Service $3.00 








Fax 786-2022 Since 1918 
7MUTUAL | Newburgh NY 12550 waums Ii!) nd Store s 
|] / FABRICS \ 1-800-528-4577 toll free 
Warehouse Sale | } an 
Open To The Public Keep your Threads back issues 


eke) Ciile mle ml ye 
Hours: Wed. - Fri. 9am-4pm 2 “ 


Sat. 10 am - 3 pm 
Designer Fabrics 


————$— 


Buttons NW 
Unique Buttons for all Needle Artisans 
' WWW. BUTTONSofNW.COM 


TOLL FREE 1-800-556-7657 
e-mail — ButtonsNW@aol.com 


a 
7 


ThreadPRO ~ 


Finest Belgian Linen 
For Home and Church 
Widths to 120” 


See our product line at: 


www.threadpro.com 
903-887-2322 


Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! 
Bound in dark green and embossed in 
gold, each case holds more than a year’s 
worth of Threads. Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, 
$49.95 for 6). 


Postage and handling additional. CT residents add 6% sales tax, 
Canadian residents please add 7% GST. 


Apparel & Cotton 
Fabrics By The Yard 
_FabricDirect. com 


To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286. Outside the U.S. 
and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 





$$$ —ae 





Marketplace 


—PREABLEART ..— 


For Ail Your Sewing, Embroidery and Quilting Needs 


*Fabric ‘Sewing Machines 
"Books *Machine Accessories 
Patterns Quilting Notions 
Classes eMail Order 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE! 
www. treadieart.ccm 


25834 Narbonne Ave. 
Lomita, CA. 90717 


310-534-5122 
MY TWIN' panieims * 


Achieve the perfect fit with a form that dupticates 
your body and posture, is sturdy & pinnable 











Custom-Made or Make-Your-Own 
Kits & Videos * Seminars & Workshops 
Call now, scheduling for 2005 travel 


www.mytwindressforms.com * 1-866-4MYTWIN 


SewkeysE Classes 


Ewuna Seabrooke, CSI, c&tifted Palmer/Pletsch Fit and Pant 
Fit instructor is offering 2 to S day classes in the Beautiful 
| Florida Keys. Classes cover fit, pavit fit, knits and more. 
Also come visit me at the Original Sewing and Quilt Expos 
in your area and see my patterns aul fabric. 
For info, please al 305-664-3319 








or e-niail to Sewkeyse@ msn.com 







\ * -————> =, ° ee 
w= % / 
FS ewing Ys i 
Your source for mail order 
sewing supplies 
* Hard-to-find items for fashion sewing 
‘ Tailoring supplies + Buttons 
- Over 80 colors of Ambiance lining 
- Designer patterns 


www.thesewingplace.com 


1-800-587-3937 
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Sadia’s Designs 
Unique Lace and Machine 
Embroidery Designs 


www.sadiasews.com 


mail@sadiasews.com 
Secure online Visa/MC and Paypal transactions 


Fine & interesting fabrics, patterns, sewing supplies. 


Madison, Wisconsin 
608 294-7436 www.gayfeatherfabrics.com 





















See ad index on pages 88-89 for reader service numbers. 





°° °. The Amazing 
e ULTRASUEDE . FITTING ASSISTANT 
° ° Easy to use 
° BY bine a er ; Rediice frustration 
= specialty cut piece § | 
. Over 120Colors ° Save time & sini a 
° Appliqués* Fringe ° b (elim cie-lelsl-i malt 
® . | Converts 3D body form 
> ULTRA STYLE DESIGNS : ersi MEY into 2D master patterns 
: Secure on-line ordering ; Now 
° Wwww.ultrastyledesigns.com  $ available for 
“813 Moffat Court, Castle Rock, CO 80108 Men 

e Toll free: 1-866-733-8949 e www. yourpersonalfit.convthreads htm 





Coc eceeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeee® Fax 559-291-9933 


Gi, hakama, kimono, vests, 
belts, bags and more Vi 
for the martial arts, =" 4 
anime & cosplay. 


Free 48 page Catalog 


www.beaconfabric.com 


Upholstery & Home Dec. Supplies 
Flagcloth/Outdoor Fabrics 
Embellishing/Embroidery Thread 
Scissors, Elastic, Webbing and Zippers 


8331 Epicenter Blvd. 
Lakeland, FL 33809 












Budo Bear 
(412) 381-4148 


www.BudoBear.com 


800-713-8157 





Classitied 


The CLASSIFIED rate is $5.50/word, minimum 15 
words, Payment must accompany order. Send to Threads, 
Classifieds, PO Box 5506, Newtown, CT 06470-5506, 

or fax to 203-426-3434. The deadline for the April/May 
2005 issue is fanuary 12, 2005. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


SELLING ESTABLISHED FAUX FUR rental busi- 
ness. Excellent seasonal home-based internet busi- 
ness with rental bookings throughout the U.S. Can 
be located anywhere. Includes web site, inventory, 
patterns, equipment, complete systems and training. 
Contact Valerie at vmenges@sbcglobal.net 


LYCRAS*NOTIONS*LACES*PATTERNS* 

Fabrics and patterns forswimsuits, lingerie, skating, 
drill team and dance costumes. A fantastic selection 
of lycras, powernets, glistenets, tricots, lingerie laces, 
notions, underwires, bra cups, etc. Quantity discounts 
available. Catalog-$3.00. Color swatches-~-$2.00. 
FABRIC DEPOT, P.O. Box 411, Garwood, TX 
77442-0411. Phone or Fax (979) 758-3100. 

www .FabricDepotCo.com 


ULTRASUEDE® $29.97 - $39.97 YD., 120 Swatches, 
$15.00. Field’s Fabrics, 1695-44th, Grand Rapids, MI 
49508-5001. 1-800-67ULTRA. www.fieldsfabrics.com 


ACCESSORIES / MISC. 


FIRE MOUNTAIN GEMS AND BEADS, bringing 
you the widest selection of beads & jewelry- 
making supplies, serving the designer/artist since 
1973. Over 42,000 products available online, or 
order our new free 928-page comprehensive jewelry 
makers catalog. Call 1-800-423-2319 or order online 
wwwiiremountaingems.com One Fire Mountain 
Way, Dept. B150 Grants Pass, OR 97526-2313. 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING beaded jewelry/ 
products from home. Rush SASE: Home Assembly-- 
TH, Box 216, New Britain, CT 06050-0216. 


$$$ ENJOY SEWING? Work from home making 
our adorable baby bibs. Paid weekly. For informa- 
tion send SASE to: Stuff-4-Kids PO Box 1060 El 
Toro, CA 92609. 


FABRICS 


SIGNATURE JACQUARD FABRIC for handbags, 
vests, seat covers, curtains. Labels, patches, ribbons. 
(516) 877-1811. fuhngsatin.com 


HAVE A FEW VERY NICE Portable Singer 
Featherweights. (221). Cases included. Toll free 
866-239-8393. 


VIRGINIA MARTI DESIGNER FABRICS at whole- 
sale/discounted prices. Laces, wools, cottons, 
cashmere, silks, bridal, coatings, Ultra Suede. 
Telephone (216) 228-9700. Fax 216-228-9739. 
Website: www.virginiamartifabrics.com 
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Advertiser Index/Web Directory 


For more information from advertisers, use reader service card inside back cover. For quick access to their websites, go to the Index to 
Advertisers at www.threadsmagazine.com 


Advertiser 





A-1 Accessories 

A-1 Fabric, Incorporated 

A Fabric Oasis 

Able Labels of Sarasota 

Academy of Fashion Design 

Academy of Fine Sewing 
& Design 

Acme Country Fabrics 

Alpha Impressions 

Amazing Designs 

American Sewing Center 

American Sewing Expo 

Apple Annie Fabrics 

Art of the Midwest 

Aurora Silk 


Baby Lock 

Baer Fabrics 

Baer Fabrics 

Barb Originals 

Barudan America, Inc. 
Beacon Fabric & Notions 
The Bee Lee Company 


Bernina 


Brother 

Budo Bear 

Burda World of Fashion 
The Button Drawer 
Buttons NW 


Candlelight Valley Fabrics 
Christine Jonson Patterns 
Claire Schaeffer 
Coats & Clark 
The Colonial Needle Co. 
Contemporary Cloth 
Corset Making Supplies 
The Cotton Boll 
Cotton Plus 
The Couture Sewing School 
Craft Connection 
Create for Less 
Creative Sew & Needlework 
Festival 
Creekside Embroidery 
Designs 
Criswell Embroidery 
& Design 
Cy Rudnick’s Fine Fabrics 


Dahle USA 

Darr, Incorporated 

Dawn Anderson Designs 
Delectable Mountain Cloth 


Delta Sewing Furniture 
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Web Address 





www.a-1accessories.com 
www.al fabric.com 
www.afabricoasis.com 
www.ablelabels.com 


www.aofdesign.com 


www.finesewing.com 
www.acmecountryfabrics.com 
www.alphaimpressions.com 
www.amazingdesigns.com 
www.american-sewing.com 
www.americansewingexpo.com 
www.appleanniefabrics.com 
www.artofthemidwest.com 


www.aurorasilk.com 


www.babylock.com 
www.baerfabrics.com 
www.baerfabrics.com 
www.barboriginals.com 
www.barudan.com 


www.beaconfabric.com 


www.berninausa.com/a200cd/ 
request.html 
www.brother.com 
www.budobear.com 
www.glpnews.com/crafts.html 
www.buttondrawer.com 


www.buttonsofnw.com 


www.candlelightvalleyfabrics.com 


www.cjpatterns.com 


www.coatsandclark.com 
www.colonialneedle.com 
www.contemporarycloth.com 
www.corsetmaking.com 
www.thecottonboll.com 
www.organiccottonplus.com 
www.susankhalje.com 
www.craftconn.com 


www.createforless.com 


www.csnf.com 


www.creeksidedesigns.com 


www.k-lace.com 


www.sewing.org/cyrudnicks/ 


www.dahle.com 
www.darrsewnotions.com 
www.dawnandersondesigns.com 
www.delectablemountain.com 


www.deltasewing.com 
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Advertiser 


Design and Planning 


Concepts 


Design to Fit Patterns, Inc. 


Discount Fabrics USA 
Distinctive Fabric 

Do It Yourself Slipcovers 
Dolly Mc Fadden 


Earth Guild 

Edward R. Hamilton, 
Bookseller 

The Electric Quilt 
Company 


| Embroider This! 


Embroidery Arts 
Embroidery Library 
The Embroidery Studio 
Eucalan, Inc. 


Eva Dress 


5 T’s Embroidery Supply 
Fabric by Design 

Fabric Dot Com 
Fabric.Com 
FabricDirect.com 
FabricT V.com 

Fabulous Fit Dress Forms 
Fare Tahiti Fabrics 

Fine Fabric Stores 

Fire Mountain Gems 


Fishman’s Fabrics, Inc. 


| Fitting Tips 


The Fleece Lady 
Folkwear 


French Connections 


Gayfeather Fabrics 


| General Label Mfg. 


Grannd Companies 
Great Copy Patterns 
The Green Pepper 


Haberman Fabrics 
Hands of the Hills 
Havel’s, Inc. 

Homespun Wide Fabrics 
Horn of America, Inc. 


Hugo’s Amazing Tape 
Husqvarna/Viking 
Jacquard Products 


Jo-Ann Stores, Inc. 


Johanna Design Studio 
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www.designandplanning 
concepts.com 
www.designtofit.com 
www.discountfabricsusa.com 
www.distinctivefabric.com 
www.diyslipcovers.com 
www.pdxfashionincubator. 
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www.earthguild.com 


www.erhbooks.com/fzs 


www.electricquilt.com 
www.embroiderthis.com 
www.embroideryarts.com 
www.emblibrary.com 
www.theembroiderystudio.com 
www.eucalan.com 


www.evadress.com 


www.dts.com 

www .fabricbydesign.com 
www .fabricdotcom.com 
www.fabric.com 
www.fabricdirect.com 
www.fabrictv.com 
www.fabulousfit.com 

www faretahiticom 

www. finefabricstores.com 
www.firemountaingems.com 
www.cadenaamerica.com 
www. fittingtips.com 

www. fleecelady.com 
www.folkwear.com 


www.french-nc.com 


www.gayfeatherfabrics.com 
www.generallabel.com 
www.grannd.com 
www.greatcopy.com 


www.thegreenpepper.com 


www.habermanfabrics.com 
www.handsofthehills.com 
www.havels.com 
www.homespunfabrics.com 
www.hornofamerica.com 
www.getcreativeshow.com/ 
amazingtape.htm 


www.husqvarnaviking.com 


www. jacquardproducts.com 
www.joann.com 


www.johanna-design-studio.com 
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Judith M Design 
Just Slips 


Kandi Corp 


Karen’s Kreations 


Kayla Kennington 


Kenneth King 


LFN Textiles 

L.J. Designs 

La Fred 

Leesburg Looms & Supply 


Linda Stewart Couture 


Lodi Down & Feather 
Loes Hinse Design 
Lorraine Torrence Designs 


Lumenlight.com 


Make Me! Fabrics 

Malden Mills 

Manhattan Wardrobe Supply 
Manta-Ray, Inc. 

Martha Pullen Co. 

Mary’s Productions 
Michael’s Fabrics 

Mill End Store 

Monterey Mills 





Mulberry wood 
Mutual Fabrics 

My Twin Dress Forms 
My-Fabrics 


MyNotions.com 





Name Maker, Inc. 
Nancy’s Notions, Ltd. 
Newark Dressmaker Supply 


Oriental Silk Company 

Original Sewing & Quilt 
Expo 

Ott-Lite 

Ottobre Design 


P.A.C.C, 

Paron Fabrics 
Pattern String Codes 
Pattern Studio 

Peak Fabrics by Mail 
Petite Plus Patterns 
Pfaff 

The Pressing Star 
Ptak Couture 


The Quilted Dragon 
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www.sewingexpo.com 
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www.paccprofessionals.org 
www.paronfabrics.com 
www.pattern.stringcodes.com 
www.patternstudio.com 
www.peakfabrics.com 
www.petitepluspatterns.com 
www.pfaffusa.com 
www.dianesdesigns.biz 
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www.quilted-dragon.com 
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Advertiser 


Rain City Publishing 

The Rainshed 

Reliable Corporation 

Riri USA, Inc. 

Rit Dye 

Robison-Anton Textile Co. 


Royalwood, Ltd. 


Sadia’s Designs 
Saf-T-Pockets 


 Sailrite Kits 


Sandra Betzina 
Sawyer Brook Fabrics 
SewEasy Embroidery Retreat 
Sewing & Stitchery Expo 
The Sewing Place 
SewinginUSA.com 
SewkeysE Retreat 
Sew-Quilt Embroidery 
Festival 
Sievers School of Fiber Arts 
The Silk Connection 


| Silver Reed Knitting Machine 


Singer 

Solo Slide Fasteners 

St. Theresa Textile Trove 

State Historical Society 
of Wisconsin 

Sterling Name Tape Co. 

Stitchitize Embroidery 

Stretch & Sew Fabrics 

Sue’s Sparklers 

Super Silk 


Textile Studio Patterns 
Thai Silks 

Things Japanese 
ThreadArt 

ThreadPro 

Tosca Company 


Treadleart 


Ultra Style Designs 


Universal Presser Foot Lifter 


- Vestis Books 


Wild Ginger Software, Inc. 
The Wooly Thread 


You Can Make it, Inc. 


Your Personal Fit 


Zipper Source 


Zundt Design 
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www.raincitypublishing.com 


www.therainshed.com 
www.reliablecorporation.com 
WWww.rir.com 
www.ritdye.com 
www.robison-anton.com 


www.royalwoodlid.com 


www.sadiasews.com 
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Dreams of 
summer 


by Sandra Betzina 


ll year long I find myself dream- 

ing of summer. Whenever I have 

a lot to do or things are more dif- 
ficult than they should be | slip into 
my summer fantasy. By the time I was 
10 years old I decided that summer 
vacation was and would always be 
a special time for me. I would start 
planning my next summer right after 
Labor Day, on the first day of school, 
somehow the promise of another 
wonderful summer made that first day bearable. I began making 
not only to-do lists, but summers-to-come lists. One list included a 
week at Rehoboth Beach, in Delaware, with my favorite aunt who 
was proned to spoiling me with long days at the beach and walks 
on the boardwalk at night, and three days at my grandmother’s 
house making doll clothes from special fabric scraps she saved for 
me. As 1 got older this list included two weeks hand-beading on the 
beach in Rio, and two months camping in Africa. After I married my 
list expanded to a romantic weekend in the Napa Valley, without 
children, and mother-daughter shopping trips in New York City. 

Even though I operated my own sewing school in San Francisco, 
I never taught in the summer because my children were out of 
school, and summer was the time to break routine. As soon as 
school let out, | packed the car with beach toys, food, and boxes of 
sewing projects; I picked up my four children and headed straight 
for our house in the country. This hideaway is four hours north 
of San Francisco, in a little town right on the coast. The children 
and | stayed there all summer. My husband drove up on Thursday 
nights and stayed until Tuesday mornings when he drove back to 
the city to work. For 13 years these summers were everything one 
dreams of summer: warm weather, big breakfasts, sewing in the 
morning, daily trips to the beach, cookouts, no TV, and plenty of 
time to read. 

Then my children became teenagers and these trips were not 
nearly as exciting for them as summer jobs and seeing their friends 
on the weekends—so my summers changed. I still drove to the coun- 
try, but by myself, and stayed for only three or four days at a time. If 
I wanted to see my children, | had to rethink my summer dreams—| 
signed up for art classes in the mornings, sewed in the afternoons, 
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and went to plays and movies 
at night. Summers were differ- 
ent, but I still had fun. 

And then my children went 
to college and moved into their 
own apartments, so now when 
I drive to the coast the car is no 
longer loaded with toys for the 
children, but with toys for me: 
bigger boxes of sewing projects 
and stacks of books. I have be- 
gun to savor my time alone; on one trip, I didn’t talk to anyone for 
eight days. It was wonderful! 

My summers of present also include extended visits with friends. 
My best friend, Helen Snell, loves to sew and read as much as | 
do—she’s a perfect companion for extended stays on the coast. And 
she loves to cook. Together we’ve planned many sewing projects, 
reading lists, and meals for our summer week. That first morning at 
the house, while the coffee brews and croissants warm up, we begin 
setting up our sewing machines at opposite ends of the long kitchen 
table. The iron is turned on, ready for action. Sewing begins right 
after breakfast. Conversation with a good friend is easy over sew- 
ing machines; so many words have flown across that table over the 
years: hopes for our children, personal philosophies, and politics, 
all the while caressing and molding the cloth. 

Sewing has been a lifelong of joy for me: making doll clothes in 
grammar school, prom dresses in high school, and career clothes 
in my 20s; owning a sewing school in my 30s; being a syndicated 
sewing columnist and spokesperson for the American Home Sewing 
Association in my 40s; hosting my own show on HGTV in my early 
50s; designing my own pattern line for Vogue in my late 50s; and 
now in my 60s, sewing is still my constant companion. | still love 
teaching, writing articles and books, and sewing for pleasure. All of it 
feeds my soul the way a good book feeds my mind, a good meal feeds 
my body, and love for my friends and family feeds my heart. | have 
already begun my list of sewing projects for next summer. Dreams of 
summer give wings to the other nine months of the year. 


Sandra Betzina is the author of More Fabric Savvy (The Taunton Press, 
2004), and has been a contributor to Threads for many years. 
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nington has never been afraid to push the limits of design. 
Her ensemble called “Happy Flowers Regalia Girl” was inspired 
by Native American ceremonial regalia and early 20th century 
Russian ballet costumes. Equipped with up-to-the-minute sew- 
ing and embroidery technology, Kayla combined myriad fab- 
rics, embroideries, trims, and beads in a fashion that looks 
almost random, but is in fact carefully thought out. As in 
any true work of art, each square inch of this garment 
has been attended to, and is important to the whole. 

To learn how Kayla adapts her aesthetic to more 


subdued, wearable clothing, turn to p. 62. 






Garment courtesy of the 2004 
Bernina Fashion Show, “Ceijebration” 
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